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SIR, PLE. 
"HEN I ſent you my Remarks upon the 
Doctor's Letter to Mr. Dowley, I had not 
een that to a diſſenting Pariſhioner ; bur ir 
| has fince come to my hands; and I find up- 
a the Peruſal of it, that many things in it have receiv'd 
n Anſwer in my former, and fo will the leſs need to be 
onſider'd again in this. There are ſeveral things in this 
Petter of the Doctor's which I ſhall not take notice of, 
Is being of no moment in the preſent Controverſy ; his 
*Folema Harangues, grave Admonitions, and inſulting 
T'riumphs add nothing of weight to his Arguments ; 
nd therefore when theſe have receiv'd an Anſwer, every 
ne will diſcern the other do no hurt to our Cauſe. I in- 
end likewiſe to be ſparing in my Animadverſions on his 
eproaches, and the damning Sentences which he paſſes 
pon us, it being evident, we are not to ſtand or fall by 
The firſt thing we are concern'd to take notice of, is 
| hat the Doctor undertakes to prove; That we are all un- 
er an indiſpenſable Obligation to follow the Rules aud Di- 
cons of fuch as ave duly authoriz'd to govern that part of 
e Chriſtian Church, which is within this Nation, and that 
=: i! things by them vequir'd of us that are not ſinful : To 
 EFbich purpole, he urges Heb. 13. 17. Obey then that 
gave the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, &c. This, 
e lays, 7s to be underſtood of Obedience, aud Submiſſion to 
7 iritual Rulers; which I grant: But then he adds, 
bat from this Text it appears, (t.) That in the Catholick 
JF Univerſal Church, and conſequently in (every diftin® part 
Vereof, that is) every National Church, there are ſome whoſe 
ee it is to rule; and therefore, among other things, to 
ie Rules aud Dhections concerning all Circumſtances rela- 
o the Church, that are left undetermin'd by Chrift and 
| 3/11/18 * ee e 
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[4] 
1 have already confider'd the Text from which the heir 
Doctor argues in this Place; and, N | F. 1751 b 
"x. I défire that it may be remember'd, (as it is there de bl 
4lledg'd) that our Obedience can be only due to things oe: | 
not finfully commanded by Rulers. r ; 6 
2. I add, that the Doctor's Inference is not good, that U 7 
becaule fome are Rulers, therefore they have Power to 75 1 
determine all Circumſtances relating to the Church, left 125 f 
undetermin'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; For they are Denen 
only Rulers under Chriſt, the ſupream Head and King of 8W- -- 
the Church; and therefore their being Rulers, is veya 
canſiſtent with a much more reſtraiu'd and limited Power, 
than what the Doctor aſligns them, 3 
Our Juſtices of the Peace are Rulers, aud yet have not 
a Power of determining all things undetermin'd by the 
Parliament: They can't bind Men where the Parliamen 
has not done it before. 1 
3 There may be many Circumſtances which Chriſt: 
defign'd ſhould always be left undetermin'd ; and there-# 
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fore the Doctor ſhould produce that Commiſſion whereby, 32 
Chriſt has impower'd them to determine thele things WM” 770 b 
for I ſuppoſe no Man can doubt, but that he might fe 
Rulers in his Church, tho he had ſuch a Deſigg. ou 
4. That it do's not appear, that Chriſt has left to th that in 
Rulers of his Church, any Power of determining othe ge 
_ Circumitances, than thoſe that are in order to the Exe W519 
cutjon of his cwn Commands: They are authoriz'd, and i; ackn 
Tecuir'd to teach them to obſerve all things whatſoever I of the 
bad commanded them, Mat. 28. 20. bur no more that * 
can find; and therefore thoſe Circumſtances which mull Text 
be determin'd, or his Commands can't be obey'd, the jn «rl 
muſt determine, So the Circumſtances of Time au aue 11 
Place mutt be determin'd, or the Command of Public ow F; 
Worſhip can't be obferv'd, And as to ſuch Circumitar 15 ac 
ces, there may be Realous in different Times and Place © 11 
for different Determinations, which thoſe on the ſpot will Has no 
be beit able to judge of. And fo the Wildom and Good . not 
nels of our great Law-giver is manifeſt, in his leaving 88 
theſe things det But this do's not in the lea et ov 
eſtabliſh their Power to appoint ſuch things as are na wi (ire, 


_ neceſſary or uſeful, in order to our obſerving what he 1 
commanded, tuch as the Crols in Baptiſm, &c. 1 


4 y ** 
« 


5. In thoſe things, in which (tho the Law of Chriſt 
has rally left Men at Liberty) Chriſtians may differ in 
their Apprehenſions, Church-Rulers have not a Power to 
there determine which fide hall be raken. That this js a ſup- 

poſable Caſe, yaa appear by Rom, 14. And ſhould all 


1 the 
3 


ming; hefe things in di ; be really lawful, yet ſince many 
that judge them unlawful, and they ate not any way neceſſary 
er tener uſeful, Church-Rulers have no Power to impoſe them, 
left ot this plain Reaſon, that this agrees not with the very 
„are end of their Power, which is for Edification, and not for 
1 of Deſtruction ; 2 Cor. 10. 8, Now, this Power can't be to 
ns oo Edification; for in ſuch things where God has left us to 
very our Libeity, we are not the better for doing 'em, nor 
Owe, the worſe for not doing em; 1 Coy. 8. 8. It is to De- 
77 ſtcuction ; as it is prejudicial to the Soul of a Chriſtian, 
y chef if he obeys while he is not ſatisfy'd of the Lawfulnels ot 
Sl the ting enjoin'd ; or as it is prejudicial to the Unity and 
in peace of the Church, while it neceſſitates the doubting 
"hrif Criſtian to ſeparate, that he may, not wound his Conſei- 
Fence. Fa | 

EY 6. When the Doctor ſays, That from Heb. 13. 17. 
lines WW”. abpeart, that in the Catholick, and conſequently in (every 
chr ei articular part thereof, that is) every National Church, there 
> re ſome w/e Office it is to rule, I muſt own Jam at 3 
to th loſs to underſtand him: That it appears from thence, 
po that in all thoſe particular Churches, to which the Apo- 


lle wrote, there were Rulers, I grant, and that there 
ſhould be ſuch in all other Churches of the like Nature, 
is acknowledg'd likewiſe : But as the Apoſlle ſpeaks not 
of the Carholick Church, I am not able to dilcern rhe 
reaſon of his Conſequence. One would think, thar if the 


e Exe. 
d, anch 
ver hq 
that 


. chen Text yields any Argument for the Doctor, it muſt be this; 

„ theſſch in all particular Churches there are Rulers, and conſe- 

bil quently there muſt be ſuch in National Churches (and 
wy 


ſta then if he has a mind to pleaſure the Popiſh Uſurpers, he 
Dl Ty may add) and conſequently there mutt be ſuch in the 
ace Catholick ar Univerſal Church: The Catliolick Church 


Goel has no other governing Head but Chriſt ; and he governs 
eavinl Mn, not by any Governour, ar any Body or Aﬀembly of 


Governours fet over it as Catholick, but by Governours 
let over the ſeveral diſtinct Parts of which it is con- 
litned. | | 
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The Queſtion now comes to this; Into what kind of 
Parts is it the Will of Chrift that the Church Catholick Ind the 
ſhould be divided ? Or what Nation do's the Scripture Wave an 
give us of thoſe Churches which had Rulers ſet over Which h 
chem? The Doctor ſays, that in every National Church a Nat 
there muſt be ſome whoſe Office it is to rule. But why Bur le 
ſhould he not look upon himſelf concern'd to ſnew us the Jou kn 
Inſtirution of a National Church? IT muſt declare, I find {rence 1 
nothing of this nature in the New Teſtament, where I Whid in 02 


meet with no other than theſe two ſorts of Churches, Ning . 
the Catholick Church, and the Churches of one particu- e 0 3 
lar City or Place. The Chriſtian Societies of a whole ¶octor 
Country, are never ſpoken of as one Church, but as Having 
Churches, as the Churches in Fudea, 1 Thef, 2. 14. The WM this F 
Churches of Macedonia, 2 Cor. 8. 1. The Churches of WM To WI 
Aſia, 1 Cor, 16. 19. The Churches of Galatia, 1 Cor, f the 
16. 1, Gal. 1. 2. And there is not one Inſtance to the Meacbi 
contrary in the New Teſtament ; ſo that it is not fair for nts of 
the Doctor to argue, mat becauſe there ought to be Ru- xt, the 
iers in thoſe Churches which Chriſt has inſtituted, and MWommar 
wes are oblig'd to ſubmit to them, therefore Men may, Ments o 
when they have devis'd a new Species and Kind of Wne eff 
Churches, appoint Governours over them, and require us er d ir 
to ſubmit to them, That every diſtinct Church in thoſe te the 
ſeveral Countries, had a full and compleat Power of Go- t, an- 
vernment within it ſelf, I can't think will be deny'd; edg'd, 
and this was a ſacred Truſt committed to them for their em an 
own Preferyation, and other moſt valuable Purpoſes. eir bei 
Aud I humbly propoſe it to Conſideration, whether? red thi 
it be reaſonable to LUpPote, that they could of Right holly a 
part with that Power they were originally incruitted' with, vious ; 
and place it in the hands of others? that is, Whether ey hav 
the Governours of the ſeveral Churches, for inftance, of poſtle 
Alis, having receiv'd the Government from Chriſt over Wents * 
their reſpective Churches, could agree together to eita- M d ever 
bliſh an higher Power over theniſelves? Or could lawful-erefore 
ty fubmir to any Body of Men that claim'd it ? If they ether, 
had no right to this, I think the Commands of National Mole tha 
Rulers will be of little moment; for every Chriſlian at you 
Church ina Nation, is to reſume its own Right  MWſpanii, 


This Power of the Rulers of a National Church, is er noue 
that which often recurs in the Doctor's Letter, and in- priſtuar 


daed is the main Foundation upon which he builds. ff hich ar 


= * 0. 
| 9 ; 
OB. 2 


d therefore af I ſhould leave off here, 1 ſhould fully 


olick E 


pture Mve anſwer d the Doctor, till he gives us proof of that 


3 


' over Which he now takes ior granted, concerning the Right 
urch Fa National r | Moon 9703107 
why But let us hear his other Argument. 

1s the Jou know. that &. Paul has given this general Rule in re- 
I find Nrence to Divine Worſhip, Let all things be done decently, 
ere I hid in order, 1 Cor. 4. 40. Jut wo particular Rules re- 
ches, Ning to the ſeveral ee of Horny and Order, 
rticu- e 10 be met with in the 1 And therefore the 
hole Woftor argues, That either Chriſt was deficient in not 


ut as 
The 
1es of 
| Cor, 2A 4 
v the 
ir for 
Ru- 
, and 


aving ſuch Nules, or elſe he has provided for the ſame, 

y this Power lodg'd in Rulers. 

To which I anſwer, J hat when the Doctor would take 

the Objection from thoſe Words, _ 

of for Doctrines the Command. Pag. 14. 
0 


L 


nts of Men ; he tells us from the Con- 
xt, that Chriſt > TH only againſt ſuch Traditions or 
ommandments of Me 


may, Pents of God, and made the Commandments. of God of 
& of pre effect. How truly he alledges this, will be con. 


der'd in its proper Place: We only crave leave to imi- 
te the Doctor, and to give our Anſwer. from the Con- 


ire us 
thoſe 
yd 


their pew an Indecency and Diſorder, that was not ow ing to 
poſes. Meir being particularly forbid by Church-Rulers (for in- 


ether 
Riv 


with, vious to all Men, according to the natural Sentiments 
ether ey have of Decency and Order; And therefore the 


poſtle appeals here to their own Judg- ; 


E, Ot 9 : : | 
ents *, and thoſe of the Unlearned, * Compare 


over 
 eita- 
whul- 
they 


erefare the whole Church be come to- N 

ether, and all ſpeak with. Jongues, and there come in 
tional ole that are unlearn'd, or Unbelievers, will they not ſay 
illian at you are mad? The Practice therefore which he ſpeaks 
I ainſt, was lo indecent and diſorderly, that it was fit 


h, h Hr none bur Mad-men, and fo could not be t-emly in a 
\d in- hriſtian Aſſembly: And when tuch thinzs as theſe, 
111d: hich are contrary to Mens natural Notions of Decency 
And d Order, are avoided, the Apoſtle's Precept will be 
| 4 ob- 


as did tranſgreſs the Command- 
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edg'd, he argues againſt thoſe things which carry'd in 


zed this Indecency and Diſorder ſeems. to have been 
holly among the Church-Ruless themſelves) but was 
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d even of Unbelievers, , ver. 23. If 1 Cor. 11. 13. 
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muß; 
obſery d. But from hence to infer the Power of Church 
Rulers by their Commands, to create a Decency in thoft 
things that have none ar all in themſelves, is wide fron 
the Purpoſe. The 11 ſuppoſes the things decent We 
and therefore urges them; and the Doctor argues from 
hence the Authority of Rulers to direct us when we. are 
to kneel, ſtand, or Bow; whether there be any Decency| 
in theſe things, or no, © © 
'Tis extravagant, to think there is any Decency inf 


ſtanding at the reading of the ſame part of the Scripture, i anſ 
whey read as a Goſpel ; and fitting, when read as a Leſ. Me Powe 
ſon ; or that there is any Decency in bowing at the Name the ot 
of Jeſus, toward an Altar, or the Eaſt. And if there bee, Rul 
nothing of a natural Decency in theſe things, the Doctot Whom G 
cannot 9 from this Text the Power of Rulers to im- Ming to 
poſe them. X: at, 
wr by the ſame ſort of Argument, "twill follow, Tha erty. 
the Rulers. of the Church have full Power to make, and appoint ¶ But th 
2 585 nerf over Fog rg g, me nt ion d ) rd, w 
it 4 es) as they ſba e convenient for WS ſuch 
the well 5. 1 Church, and conſequently to Rely 4 es 
Arch. Biſtops, Arch-Deacons, Chancellors, Officials, Appari- I anſu 
tors, CC. be robe at as. Nee requ 
What has been already (aid, ſerves for a ſufficient Au- is Nar 
wer to this, Chriſt has appointed Rulers in his Church; Wbwer tt 


ne has given them a Power to take Care of the Execution e not 
of his Laws: And he has made it their Duty to uſe this Or ag; 
Power, and they have no Right to e fw e of Amman 
it, as they really do, when they ſubject themſelves to r ough 
ſuch Officers as he has not appointed, or commit that f the 


Power to others, which, according to his Appointment, r again 
was at firſt peculiar to themſelves: And if the Doctors Weir P⸗ 
Notion be true, the Form of Chyrch-Government muit Watters, 
be the moſt mutable Creature in the World. I 
According to the Doctor's way of arguing, if National 
Churches may create a new fort of Officers (Arch-Bi- d in 
ſhops) why may not the Arch-Biſhops of ſeveral Nati- he Obe 
ons agree to make Patriarchs? and all the Patriarchs e Chu 
make a Pope? Or at leait the Doctor bids fair for the Peeiv'd 
ſetting up of an Enyliſh National Pope, according to ready. 
what ſome ſuſpected to be the Deſign of 2 certain Pre: mitati 
late, who refus'd a Cardinal's Cape © © ur — 
„ 1 | 344 ne C 


An BY 


[9] 


wich, 3 = And what can be more abſurd, than to diſpute, whe- 
thoſe oer Presbyters (Officers of Divine Appointment) have 


from MH 
ecent 

from 
earch 
Cencyy 


t make Chancellors (a Parcel of meer Lay-men) Judges 
Spiritual Courts of the moſt important Concerns, 

Ex communications, c? 75 5 

2. The Doctor ſays, Ir appears from Heb. 13. 17, That 

1 other Chriſtians are bound in Conſcience to obey aud ſub- 


cy init to the ſaid Rulers of the Church. | | 8 
pture, 1 anſwer in the Doctor's own Words, That as far as 
| Leſ- e Power of the Ruler doth extend on the one hand, ſo far 
Name the other fide it to he extended the Obedience of thoſe un- 
ere beer Rule; that is, A Chriſtian is bound to obey thoſe 
ofor Whom God has fer over him, ſo long as they act accor- 
o im- ing to their Commiſſion ; but when they go beyond 


, they become Tyrannical, and he is at his Li- 


That Merry. n 1 
point But the Doctor argues, That there is no Limitation an- 
i'd by r, whereby the Obedience vcquir'd ſhould be reſtrain'd 
t for ſue Matters as are dete mind by Chriſt and his 4 
make les. wo 4 | 800 
pari. bl ater, There is no Limitation annex'd when we 
e requir'd to obey Magiſtrates, Tit. 3. 1. And yet 
An- is Nation is very ſenſible, that ſuch may go beyond the 
rch ; oer that is committed to them, and that then Subjects 
ation Me not bound to obey, e e e eee 
this Or again, it is very poſſible that Civil Rulers may 
es of mmand one thing, and Church Rulers another ; as, 


WE: ought 1 ſee, is acually the Caſe as to the whole Body 


Pr again, the like Obedience is urg'd upon Children to 
Weir Parents, Epheſ. 6. 1. and upon Servants to their 
laſters, ver. 5. And theſe muſt be ſuppos'd not to intet- 
Pie with one another: And therefore 'tis plain, we 


onal Muſt here diſtinguiſh the Nature of the (Feral Powers; 
i-Bi- d in the particular Caſe before us, muſt judge what 
Yati- e Obedience is that we are to yield to the Rulers of 
rchs e Church, by the Commiſſion and Authority they have 
the Preeiv'd from Chriſt ; and what that is I have obſerv'd 
g to ready. But farther, the Text it ſelf do's contain e 
Pre- Eimitation in the Reaſon that is given, for they watch for 
er Souls : And therefore ſo long only as they watch for 
Js ne Good of my Soul, and in thoſe things wherein * 


e Government of the Church committed to them, and 
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me Canons of 1640, and of many of thoſe of 1603. 
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do fo I am to U t to them, and obey them; bu * 
when they enjoin things that can r poſſibly do my S0 en 
any Good, as the Crols in Baptiſm, bowing toward a 
Altar, c. They herein watch for themſelves, and th 
letting up of their own Authority, and watch not fer 
my Saul, except to make a Prey of it; and therefor 
\ Hexeinthe Apoſtle do's not require me to obey chem. 
But (ſays the Doctor) no Chriſtian can be reaſonably ſuf 

72276 to ſcruple giving Obedience to what js % comman 
ded by Gini and his Apoſtles ;, and therefore if the Obedienc 
reguir d, is to be underſtood to extend no farther than to wha 
is expreſly commanded in the Scriptures, then there ſeems tl 
Te no occaſion left for the inſpir d Writer to give any ſuc 


lers in 
bur ch- 
00d pr 
on 
priety 


n made 


Precept. „„ 1 2 
| 4 which I might anſwer, that ſome things not deter Arn 5 
min'd, or expreſly commanded by Chriſt, were yet neceſ bſerve 
ſary, to be determin'd, in order to the obeying his e, obey Gr 
preſs Commands; and in ſuch things they were to obe e: a 
eir Rulers, But paſſing that, I would fain have th Che 
doctor make good His Aſſertion ; for I fear it willb Nie com 
found at laſt, that in all Ages of the Church, there hav Wiprure. 
been many Chriſtians (i. e. many who profeſs*d themſeloꝰe do n. 
fuch, and were in viſible . Communion with the Church Text 
who ſcrupled giving, Obedience to the expreſs. Laws «Wt he 
Chriſt, and (to uſe ſome of the Doctor's words) The h Mrd, wi 
1 Writer forſeeing that in after-Ages, (and indeed fin what 
ing it too true in his own), ſome might ariſe, who, no n as : 
ſo much out of Humour, as out, of Perverſeneſs, and deſpe ately | 


rate Wickedneſs, mig it be Drunkards, Whoremon gen 
Liars, Cheats, c. (tho theſe things were directly og 
| 1875 to the expreſs. Laws of Chriſt) he urges them to d 
ubject to their Rulers, for this Reaſon, becauſe they in 
their publick and private Echortations, and by the Diſcif 
pline appointed by Chriſt, were to urge and anculcate tif 
avoiding theſe things, and to preſs upon them the contra 
Vertues.: I am ſure, the Doctor's Repreſentation will not f 
any Age of the Church; no not that in the Tlanes of the Al 
oftles, as may be ſeen by the Church of Corn νοt wh 
1 we read: Aud by the Alan ChurcheznRer, 25K 
Aud the Hebrew News! wa (to... whom this Epiille wal 
written) were exceeding prone 10 depart from Cui 
and, his holy Religion, from the great Affection wl 
they retain'd to Judaiſm: And hence he continvalhf 
ji | ex 
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to be 
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"m 5G e eee 
een 6e Steafzttels in the Chriftian Religion ; 


5 bu n this very account urges them to regard their 

" SoulWMers in this Chapter, ver. 7, 8. ' Nay, that the Obedience 

rd A ur ch-Rulers requir'd in the afore-ſaid Text, is to be un- 

of 70 00d principally and chiefly in reference to things deter- 
off 


yd only by their Authority, may be farther argued from 


refonſoriet ch. And this will appear from the Diſtin- 
- E a dr by St. Paul, 1 Cor. "4 "4, ver. 10. Pin 
Y [18 delivers what was by our Saviour himſelf enjoin'd to 
man ' Perſons, having at 177 ſaid, Unio the Marryd I 
din and ; he preſently recalls himſelf, as having ſpoken leſs 
> 011888 rately, and ſabjoins, Tet not I, (that is, in foil Pro- 
em: "ty of Speech, not I) but the Lord. And in like manner, 
uc. 12. be 5 But to the reſt ſpeak I (that is more proper- 
vor the Lord, viz. By any expreſs Command or Deter- 
deter ation in Seripture. Now, according to this Diſtinction, 
necel p ſerbe or do what is expreſly commanded in Scripture, 1 
S cx obey God himſelf, and not (properly) the Rulers of the 
o obey a ; and then only we can be ſaid (properly) to obey 
ve th Church Rulers ' themſelves, when we obſerve or do ſome- 
1 : commanded by them, tho it be not commanded in the 
e hav Porure. n FO e Lise 
elve 2 not much diſlike the Doctor's Interpretation of 
wrci Fs Text, when the Apoſtle ſays, Jer not I, but the Lord; 
aS d r he means, that Chriſt himſelf had by his own 
(he h rd, while on Earth, decided the Caſe ; and that there- 
ed fin e what he was [peaking of, was rather to be Togk'd 
o, no n as the Command of Chriit immediately, and not 
deſpy iateh by his Apoſtles. But then when he ſays, To. 
dungen ret ſpeak I, not the Lord; the meaning only is, that 
tly oe rin had faid nothing of that Matter while on Earth. 
n to br is the Apoſtle to de underitood, as tho he did not 
they ie this Command by Inſpiration, or as tho this were 
Dili to be conſider'd as properly the Command of Chriſt, 
ate (11 which purpoſe the Reader may conſult Dr. Whithy's 
ntrar face to his Annotations, who has excellently well 
not rd this Matter. And what is now all our Doctor's 
the M raogue ro the purpoſe ? St. Pi diſtinguiſhes what 
ori had ſaid while on Earth, from what he himſelf 
yak ee by the immediate Direction and Inſpiration of his 
e waßg it. 5 oy ON 
Chl Do's the Doctor think this will help him in his Ar- 
Lug iem, to prove the Power of Church-Rulers, who have 
0Vl] u 


1 


A 3 
>. -& 


1" "Wn "Sz 


3 


wn * 
8 


a 2 — — — 5 - 
-  =m,- . a> > 


og 
— 


__— 5 EEERY NS 


” LEE Y * 0 4 - 
———ů—ꝛ 
Mo 5 _ - 


1 
— > 


- 


PR 
- x 


— 
Chl 
— — 


2 
2 — 2 


{3 
7 
1 A 
* 
i 1 

i 
wa 
169 
1 
12 

k 0 


; 8 a N . 
> ae > 
- 
9 1 2 
- — oo 2 
5 £ * EPS bt Wo 


. : * — ** ET IR — 1 . 
2 >» SLE * "ho 4 - I V 8 
ws — — — : — — - 
EY _— — Nag — — - * = "—_ m— ** 
L * * - [7 1 = 
F tt IE Ae ISS N23 TI TED 
, 
l 


— — 
— 2 
7 xy 


r . 


Iz 
> EL EEE IEC. 


_ — 
—_ 


4 * — 
Core 


N E 5 N [ 12 * 


„ no ſuch Inſpiration ? Or would he pesſwade us, that 


Direction of his Spirit, is not properly toobey Chtiſt?“ 
will indeed own, that to obey ( hunch an 1 
command what Chriſt do's no ways command, is 1 
properly to obey Chriſt : And add farther, that till t accution 
can give us good Evidence of that Inſpiration the 
polls had, H cannot Jook upon my ſelf oblig' by | WE 
Commands they are pleas'd to enact. It is certal eie 
where the Apoſtles had no Rule themſelves, they pi 
- tended not to give any. The things enjoyn'd at the Coul 
cil of Jeruſalem, were neceſſary things, which it ſeen e 
ood. to the Holy Ghoſt, and to the Apoſtles to lay und 
Zbriftians ; Ats 15. 28. In other things they left C 
ſtians to their Liberty, Rom. 14. And if the Apali 1 
themſelves claim d not a Power of determining lu 
Matters, I cannot but queſtion the Right of all G 3 
Rulers who come after them. . 4 
1 fhall take notice of his other Conſideration tha: fl 
lows here, when I come to conſider the 8th Objecii 
which he ſpeaks to; and therefore now paſs on his s tes 
Generar Head, which is, as he tells us; ella be 
1 ove, That the Novernours of that Part 0 er thi 
Chritian Gch, which is within this en are 7 nether 
as concerns the Controverſy between us and you) tho ſe „ ppointec 
nom a- days call Biſbops, _ | | is Obe 
The Doctor is larger on this Head in his other Lette tes un 


and having conſider d that already, I refer the Reader t the | 


0 
2 
5 


Urck 


my other Letter: I ſhall only add; a obey: 
t. That rhe Doctor has here left out the Lower Hou lan, wh 
of Convocation, who are al] Presbyters ; and yet they ii" the 
each Province concur to the making of Canons; a" the 
therefore, one wou'd think, ſhould be parr of the Spirit Wc celliry 
al Legiſlature, or of the Government of the Natiafentivel) 
Church. And he has left out the Prince, without wia els. BY 
Approbation their Canon ſignifies nothing. He has |: his is ne 
out the Parliament, who have a Power to diſannul af ve Order 
of their Canon, or to make what Alterations © and 


pleaſe in the National Cliurch, - And indeed it is hard uf 4% is 
tay, who are the Governours of our National Church . 924 
For the Biſhops can't in any relpect be look'd upon s ings of i 
more than a part of rhe Spiritual Legiſlature ; And as wi ad 
preteufſ r el in 


© TSS N 
i tend that Miniſters ſhould be under Chriſt, juſt ſuch 


en thi they in their ſeveral Dioceſſes under the Convoca- 
1 Wn, bound by their Commands, and oblig'd to ſee to the 


=} k 1 ecution of them, lo far as the Civil Government will 
the mit them, | 
by. 4 it is unreaſonable for Men to alter the very 


eccies of Churches from the firſt Inſtitution, ſo it is un- 
| a{onable to pretend, that Men come to have a Right to 


Co de the Church in any other way, than what Chriſt has 


pointed; and I fear it will be hard to find where he 


cen s intruſted the Civil Magiſtrate with the Power to 
t Cu uſe the Governours of his Church, 
pose The Dogtor then tells his Pariſhioner, that he has ſome- 
lu at experienc'd, that after the greateſt Evidence that can 
. deſir d from Antiquity in this Caſe, there u at laſt an E- 


on ready to be made wt of by him, that ha u not Scholar 
[pough to enter into the Merits of the Controverſy. | 
But in my Apprehenſion, no great matter of Scholar- 
ip is requiſite in this Caſe, Every Chriſtian's Religion 
FL Would be in his Bible; and he need not much regard thoſe 
Wa argue from any other kind of Teſtimony. Now 1 
FaSon't think it fo hard a matter for Men to underſtand, 


1 oecher according to the Scripture there were Biſhops 
baſe % reimed over Fresbyters. And when I conſider that 
is Obedience to Biſhops is that which the Doctor re- 
Letiel Aires under pain of Damnation, and would perſwade us 
Ader at the believing every thing Reveal'd in the Scriptures, 


ad obeying all the Commands of Chriſt, will not ſave a 
lan, who do's not obey the Biſhops, I cannot but think, 


12 at the fulleſt and cleareſt Evidence is to be given us 
. om the Scriptures, that this is our Duty, and that the 
Spitit Peceſſity of ſuch Obedience ſhould be ſhewn as clearly and 
tic ontively expreſs'd, as is the Neceſſity of Faith and Holi- 
hal els. But the Doctor himſelf ſufficiently declares, that 
1s bis is not the State of the Caſe; when he tells us, that 
zul ae Order of Apaſtles was diſtinſt from the Order of 7 
5 f and the ſame with what we now call the Order of Bi- 
ard ul 4A it Fairly to be gather'd from the New Teſtament it 

wich and i evident beyond all Contradiction from the Wri- 

pon it's” of the Primitive Chriſtians. Now this ſhould be evi- 


"15 ent beyond all Contradiction, from the New Teſtament 
m_— lelk, ir it were an Article of Faith necef{ary to be be · 
ei im order to Salvation, I have alrtady fufficiemly 
= | | att 
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anſwyer d what he here aſſerts, and to his, Ignatius, I ier 
poſe Clemens, and Polycarp, as ancient Witneſſes, A Hat! 
give a plain n A We two-fold 9 3 and uy 
at we oppoſe not the Epiſcopacy mention'd by Jena Nocte 
e res hot O70, 1 PAC Menno d b ua, that 
But let us ſee how the Doctor anſwers in this Ca cording 
He asks him, What # the Conſequence 14 this ? Is ite be 
that you-ought, in all ſuch 75 7 too difficult for your ſelf t 15 ch 
determine, to betake your ſelf to him, who i appointed riſt, te 
God to he your immediate Guide in all Religious Matters, u ttue ] 
is, to your Pariſh-Miniſter ? And that the Pariſh-Miniſe , to 
are thus appointed by God, he labours to prove by tn” 7” t 
Reaſon, . becauſe rhey are appointed by the Biſbo imate, 
the Governours of the National Church. 9 3 
Now in anſwer to this, 1. I defire the Reader to df 
ſerve what he means by betaking himſelf to his Paril 
Miniſter, that is, that he is not only to conſult him, bu 
to ſubmit his own Judgment to his, as I think is plaid 
the Doctor's Scheme in many Places. Now this is W'ð3 2 
the Papiſts would fain urge People to, but is. a Princig 8 
very r to the main Foundation of Proteſtants, ad 
the Rule of the Apoſtle, Prove all things, And the PM 
ſts are willing to put the matter on the ſame Foot, al 
aſes too difficult for the Laity. But we deny, that an 
thing necefſary to Salvation is too hard and difficult fa 
Cc o 0... 3 
2. I deny for many Reaſons already mention'd, tha 
the Biſhops have the Power pretended. - * | 
3- The Appointment of a Biſhop is only a matter 8 { 
Form, he having no Right to refuſe the Preſentation of 
Patron, who can have no Right, by the Laws of Chril AF: 
to chuſe a Guide for the Souls of the whole Pariſh. * 
4 The Appointment of a Biſhop is often not neceſſary, Pp. 
as in many places, which are exempted from Epiſcopal 
Turildiction, 1 4g pr os 3 
Whence you may learn, that in reſpect to the Church, lu 
no more left to your own Will or Choice, whom you will look 
upon as your true Paſtor or Miniſter, than in reſpect to th 
State "tis left to your own Vill or Choice, whom you'll loo. 
upon as your Conſtable, &c. but as he that is duly appointei 
by the Civil Magiſtrate to he the Conſtable of your Pariſh, 1 


10 be acknowledg'd as your Conftable; ſo be that's duly 4. 


* * 


Pointed by the proper ſrirituat. Magiftvat 0 be the Minit Wl. 


＋ 


eur Pariſh, is to be acknowledg'd on all accounts as 
eee, and as ſuch is to be your Guide in /piri- 
Wa Matters | tata 
Not to repeat what is ſaid before, I anſwer, that the 
TDotor's Parallel will not be much amiſs when rightly 
, that is thus; As he that is choſen by the Pariſh, 
Wcording to the fixed Laws of the Land, to be Conſtable, 
to be look'd upon as Conſtable of the Pariſh ; fo he 
at is choſen by the Church, according to the Laws of 
riſt, to be the Miniſter of it, is to be look'd upon as 
> true Miniſter of the Church. | | 
As to What follows, it is only filly wheedling (not un- 
u in the Doctor's way of writing) that will {uit any 
imate, Proteſtant or Popiſh. The Caſe is not ſo diffi- 
It, but that any ordinary Underſtanding, upon impar- 
== Conſideration, may judge of it. I will be ſo free as 
aa, that the Preſentation of a Patron, or the Inſtitu- 
n and Induction of a Biſhop, have not as yet been 
% aa to be full Evidences of a Divine Appointment of 
un to be the Miniſter of a Pariſh. And he that is of 
„mind, and is for choofing another to be the Guide of 
LS Soul, acts, for ought I can ſee, very warrantably. 
Fad tho the Errors of a Miniſter will not juſtify the Er- 
ef che People, and the Doctor is miſtaken, when he 
s the Error is not properly the Peagles, but the Mini- 
s, when he leads them into it, for it is properly the 
or of both, becauſe both are in the wrong, and both 
ht to ſearch the Scriptures, and the People are not to 
upon any Miniſter's Authority for the truth of what. 
= ſays; yer I ſhall always entertain ſuch Notions of 
.*K Merch, as to think he will pardon the involuntary: 
ors of all ſincere and humble Souls, who ſearch the, 
itures for Information, and act according to the beſt 
ht they can Het from thence, in Matters that relate to 
Fir ſpiritual Benefit; and by this Rule 1 judge indiffe- 
ay of Church-men and Ditlenters. / thy 
97 * III. His third General Head is, That nothing ſinful is 
z +» th uir'd of you 5 50 Biſhops, and therefore that there can be 
Mac „ ears cuſe or 2 for your Refuſing to ob- 
ocintel re de Rules of che Church. 


ariſh, u We might pals over this Head, till the Doctor has better 


july af bc the Right of our Dioceſan Biſhops, to be Go- 
Tema * SR 1 — vernours 
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Ceremonies of the Church, it is tobe confider'd for wh 


by he might be edify'd. Now I cannot fee 


_ Nay, this ſo exactly agrees with the Ceremony urg'd lf 


gt. 


vernours of all the Churches in this Nation, ind tin M 


has prov'd, that all Governours have a r to enjonli / 
eve thing not ſinful, both which L have before co re 


det d. . f F 
The Doctor ſays, they require nothing that is againſt an Dau 
Precept in the whole Scripture. Of this I have had, an... 
ſhall yet have occ:fion to ſpeak elſewhere, * 
Ine Doctor is pleas d to inſtance in ſome things which 
he ſays are not ſinful 3 as. | 
Ide wearing the Swiplice, I will own, that a Garb in if 
ſelf is an indifferent thing, and that the wearing a Sul 
ice in the Worſhip of God, abſolutely ſpeaking, is noi 
in my Apprehenfion ſinful. But this being one of thi. 


. 


uſe it js retain'd and en'oyn'd. Now that we learn fronffi 
the Preface to tlie Book of Common-Prayer, - which tel r. 
us, that other (Ceremonies) there be, ' which altho nd ch 
dave been devis'd by Man, yet it is thought good to reſell 
them ill, as well for a decent Order in S ch (for i nd, { 
which they were fir devis'd) as becauſe they pertain to E 


cation; and afterwards they ſpeak of theſe Ceremonf Worſhi 


4 ſerving to decent Order and Godly Diſcipline, and as e ,, 
to ſtir up the dull Mind of Man to the Remembrance of aulit. 
Duty to God; by ſome notable and ſpecial non wen orbit 

ow this Ule ky... 
this Ceremony can be allow'd. If it were only a mat 
of Decency, I doubt not but a Man might lawfully uſc il 
who was ſatisfy'd of the Decency of it, tho I confels AK 
can't ſee any ſuch thing in it. But when it js carri$ 
farther than this, and is to be look'd upon as Edifyiſ 
the Soul, this places it at a wide diſtance from the il 
different things ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, which one 
ther fide render'd not a Perſon either better or wort 


the Phariſees, and condemn'd by Chriſt, that I ca 
ehink how it can be juttify'd. For I would fain kn 
whether waſhing Hands was not as proper to put a Pr 
fon in mind of inward Purity as the Surplice ? 1 
" Bowing at the Name of Jeſis, or towards the Altar. 
know rhere are ſame in the Communion of the Chur 
of England, who do not look upon themſelves oblig'd if 
theſe, As to the firſt, it is enjoyn'd by the Canons q 
7603. as are many other things, Which dv not — | 
STENT © 1 Wo 


abe not obſerv d. The greateſt Objecton I have 
oft 4his, is, that I can ſee no manner of Reaſon why 
=—_ ſhould do it, as tis enjoyn'd, The Serviee God 16- 
uires of me, and which 1 am therefore bound to render 
So him, is a realonable Service, aud how I can pretend 
eo ſerre God acceptably, with a Service of which I can 
ive no Reafon at all, I am yet to ſeek. And what Rea- 
Jon can there be givin, why I ſhould bow at the Name 
leſus, and not at that of Saviour (which is the very 
me) or at that of Emanuel, Lord, God, Jehovah, &c. 
But then as to his other Inſtance, Bowing towards the 
iar; 1 own this would offend. me much more; but I 
o not think it is enjoin'd by the Church; it is left to e- 
very one's Liberty by the Canons of 1640. And 1 
annot but declare, that this alone, if enjoin'd, would 
Weauſe me to {eparate from any Communion whatever. 
= know very well, the Jews bow'd toward the Cloud, 
nd the Temple, Cc. but the reaſon of this, was God's 
IF rceſcace in thoſe vifible Symbols and Tokens hereof. 
AY rehend, had not God been fo 
EA eeſent, they would have been guilty of Idolatry in ſuch 

Worſhip towards thoſe things. I think 
p. S:illingflect has well ſhewn, that the 
elite were guilty of Idolatry, in concerning Ho- 
F- the Golden Calf in the lJatry, &c. p. 81. 
and rhe Calves in Dan and & ſeg. 

look'd upon 
ivine Preſence, and defign'd to 
ſhip the True God, and not the Calves themſelves, 
lt ought therefore to be evidenc'd, that there is the ſpe- 
al Preſence of God continually at the Altar, or that 
ie Altar is a Symbol thereof; or elſe I can't fee how, 
ch an Action, as bowing towards an Altar, can be vin- 
To ſay that this is, in Conformity to the 
Primitive Church, fignifies nothing; for the 
then returns, Whether rhe Primitive Church acted ac- 
oording to the Seriptures ? Biſhop Uſter 
Ways, + Altho the groſs Idolarry of Po- 
pery be taken away from among us, 
pet the Corruption cleaveth {lull to the Hearts of 
many; as may be ſeen in them that make-Couneftes 
Wy" tothe Chance}, where the High Altar flood, 


ſo far as I can app 


See Diſcourſe 


8 ildemels, 
"cel, altho they on 


as Symbols of the 


Body of Divin. 
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, Kneeling particularly at the Sacrament : I do not den | 


the Lawfulneſs of this Poſture to him who is ſo perſv; 8 u 

ded in his own Mind; and yet I can ſee no reaſon u God, 
doubt of the Sincerity of many, who do not believe it i mand 
be lavful: Nor can I think ſuch an Opinion is a ſufficien& Word 
Reaſon to exclude a Perſon from Chriſtian Communion 4 them, 
and therefore do deny the Power of Rulers to impoſe zy yo! 
f = thy F. 


| . | = 
The Croſs in Baptiſm. This is us'd as a Sign or Pledg:f othe 


of the Merits of Chriſt. ?Tis enough that the Power te ſay to 
impoſe it is not made out; and therefore I ſhall not far. mighte 
ther alledge what convinces me of the Unlawfulneſs of ü Mot he 
in it ſelf, | went 
Of Set Forms of Prayer: I. have ſpoken largely in other 
other Letter, and ſo pals them over here, of 2 
| | X thole. 

IV. Next the Doctor proceeds to anſwer our Obje. | which 
ctions. FE and . 
1. The firit Objection is taken from Mat. 15. 9. Bu [wer | 


in vain do they worſpip me, teaching for Do&rines the Com 
mandments of Men. Now this Text (ſays he) is general; 
urg'd by your Writers, againſt obſerving the Rules as 
Orders of our Church, as being the Commandments of Men} Z 
(or in the common Language) Humane Ordinances. How 
we argue from this Text, may be ſeen in my other Le. 
ter; and I think the Doctor has ſaid - very little in this 
Place to take off the Force of the Objection. Y 


But (lays he) with how little Reaſon this Text is wreſiel aid u 


by your Party, againſt the Rules of our Church, will quick- crites, 
iy appear : For if you conſult the former part of the Chapter, Lips, 
you will find, that our Saviour is therein ſpeaking only again = they 
ſuch Traditions or Commandments of Men, as did tranſgreſi of M 
the Commandments of God, ver. 3. and make the Command. dring 
ments of God of none Effect, ver. 6. Wy Tradi 

The Caſe is plainly this; The Scribes and Phari/ec: think, 
blame Chriit's Diſciples for tranſgreſſing the Tradition af were | 
the Elders, by eating with unwaſhen Hands. There are Word 
two Parts of our Lord's Anſwer to this Accuſation. WF Lord 
GJ.) The Acculation is retorted, and a much greater God, 


Charge is brought by him againſt them, for tranſgreſſing and « 
God's Commandments by their Traditions; and then ny th 
hainous Wickednels, and notorious Hypocriſy, was ev. prels 
denc'd by their Concern about luch a trifling Tradition, tradie 
. | - while Hand 
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dem 9 ; 8 U 19 J | 1 
IW. while they ſo directly oppos'd the Commandment of 
ſon u God, and render'd it of none Effect. What' this Com- 
> it u mand of God which is meant, Was, may ſeen by the 
fcien , Words of the Evangeliſt; But he anſwer ' d, and ſaid to 
nion them, Why do you alſo Pronſgreſs the Comman{ment of God 
mpole ; by your Tradition? For God commanded, ſaying, Honour 

= thy Father and thy Mother; aud he that curſeth Father or 
ledgeß other, let him die the Death. But ye ſoy, Wieſe ſhall 
ver te ſay to his Father, or Mother, tt a Gift by whatſoever thou 
ot far. mighteſt be profited by me, and honour not his Father, or his 
of it Mother, be ſpall be free. Thus have ye made the Command- 
went of God of none Effet through your Tradition. (2.) The 
in my other Part of our Lord's Anſwer, is a proper Vindication 
of his Diſciples; in which, he tells the Phariſees, that 

which they ſo much inſiſted, were not pleating to God, 


a and ſo were not binding: And to this part of his An- 

. Zu wer belong thoſe Words; But in vain do they worſbip, 
Com Kc. and this is evident, by comparing Matthew and Mark! 
eral who both of them diſtinguiſh theſe two Parts of our 
s ani, Lord's Anſwer, which being ſo diſtinct and different, 
Men} they do not obſerve the ſame Order in recording them. 
Hou But St. Mark has ſet down this latter firſt, which is ſet 
Let. down laſt by St. Matthew; and therefore I defire the 
| thi: Reader to obſerve how the Words run in Mark, imme- 
diately upon the Charge, Mark 7. 6. He anſwer'd and 
ſaid unto them, Well hath Elaias propheſied of you, Hypo- 
quick- crites, as it is written, This People honoureth me with their 
apter, Libs, but their Heart is far from me, howbeit in vain do 
gain} they worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines the Commandments 
ſereſi of Men. Now here is no mention made of their ren- 
mand: dring the 5th Commandment of none Effect, through their 
Traditions, that follows after; and therefore it is idle to 

riſe: think, that our Lord ſpoke only of ſuch Traditions as 
on of 4 were directly oppoſite to exprels Commands, The next 
re ate Words ſhew, what fort of Commandments of Men our 
tion. Lord [peaks againſt ; For laying aſide the Commandment of 
eater God, ye hold the Tradition of Men, as the waſhing of Tots 
efling and Cups, &c. So that if the Doctor would really ſay a- 
then ny thing to the Purpoſe, he ſhould ſet us down ſome ex- 
s evi- BY prels Command of God in the Scripture, which was con- 
rradicted by their Tradition, concerning the waſhing of 

Hands, Pots, Cups, &#c. : 
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| L890 "IM 
Lein, Chriſt rebukes the Fews for teaching h ther 
Traditions for Podtrines ; that is, making t 57 equa 
(ligation and Neceſſity with the Commandments of God, M 
Iam very ſenfible what ſtreſs the Jews laid upon their 
own Traditions; but the Queſlion is now only, Whether 
that Matter be intended in the Text f and Whether the 


Doctor has given us a good Gloſs upon thols Words, a wit 
Teaching for DoBrine: ? Bur uglels his word may pafs for leſs pt 
a clear Proof, I can fee no reaſon for this Interpretation. _ But 
lu wy Apprehenſion, there is very good Senſe in our Fe, ( 
Lord's Diſcourſe, if it be thus underiiood z „ The Do- 0 ſhe 
** &rines, the Rules, and Directions, which you give only C 
* for the worſhiping and honouring God, are the mee; Jen u 
** Commandments of Men; they are ſuch things as n 5 
od has no where preſcrib d, and which therefore do 7'*72 
* not pleaſe bim, but are vain and unprofirable, And 4 


77.6. 


let the Reades conſider, whether this do's not exadtly MR © 
agree with the Senſe of the Prophet, from whom our en 
Lord citesthis Paſlage, 1/2. 29. 13. 4nd your Fear tawards ifm 
me, is taught by the Precept of Men, So that if the Doctor um 
thinks God is ferv'd and honour'd by theſe humane Or- * 
dinances iu diſpute, I can't ſee but that (however angry 3 
and uncharitable he is towards the Diſſenters) he is in 
perfect Charity, and at a full Agreement with the judi- 
cious and learn'd &ribes and Phariſees, 1 
The Doctor gives us a good hint of an Objection; % 
Viz, If theſe Things are not of equal Obligation. aud 
Neceſſity, with the Commands of God, Why are. they ſo 
much inſiked upon, and why ave they not alter d, and King 
taken away, that fo the Difſenters may join Communion wii der 9 
1s 7 The Docter aulwers, That the Rulers of our Church Presh 
are ſpiritual Fithexs, and the Diſſenters are ſo many unto- 7 be ſo 
ward Children, that refuſe due Obedience, without auy good FX Fame! 
Gu And therefore he thinks, the Children (and "of 


nor the Fathers) ſhould comply. In an{wer to which 2 — 
learned Compariſon, I ſay, there may be untoward Fu- ſtreſs 
thers, as well as Children. And if Children are arriv'l , up x 
16 the full Ule of their own Underſtanding, (the want Upon 
of which, is the great Reaſon why they are to be guided Mr. 
by that of their Parents, during their Minority) they 4 at 
are Oblig'd to conſider of the Reafon and Juitice of the « poi 
Commands of a Parent: And whea they ſee he goes le- e ore 


yond his Power in commanding, and queſtion we 11078 has 
= 1 | ulnz!'; 


* 


L211 


And to uſe the Dottot's Compariſon; It a Father enjoytis a 
= thing, Which he 'owns to be needleſs, and the Child pro- 


oo feſſes, that he. judges it ſinful, and therefore defires to bs 
the left to e he would be an untoward Father with 
«as, | * witneſs, in the Judgment of all the World, who neverthe- 
for leis per ſiſted in commanding ir. | 

Ion But the Doctor tells us, This is a meer Sham or Pretence : 


For, (ſays he) I defire to know what — 7 will be gain d 
Do- 0 the Church by this method alone? We wuſt rake away, wot 
= only Ceremonies, bit alſo the Sacraments, before the Quaker wil 
x jon with us. Infum Bapriſm, before the Anabapiiſt will 
jon witb us. Tour whole Order of Biſhops, before the 

do Prevhyrerton and Independem will n with tis. 
_ As to any Inftitations of Chriſt, they are not to be taken 
XZ away: And therefore no body expects the Quakers ſhould 
| = joyn with the Church of England, or any other ſet of Chri- 
„ ſtians, whike they continue Quakers. Nor is Infant Bap - 
tiſm to be taken away to gain the Anabaptifts: Tho 1 
oun their Opinion alone would not hinder me from hol- 
ding Commonion with them; But as to the other two, I 
cant think their joining is impoſſible. If Churches were re- 
duc'd to their Primitive Size, and Subſcriptions in dubious 
Matters were not requir'd, and pretended indifferent Mar - 
ters were left indifferent, and Presbyters were allowed 
their due ſhare in the Government of the Church, our 
Difference wou'd not long remain any thing near ſo wide 
as it is at preſent. 1 wonder whether the Doctor thinks 


der of Biſhops? Or whether he do's not know that the 
EZ Presbyterians were thankful for it? If the thing it ſelf 
de ſo Impratticable, why did the Biſhops declare it to King 
7 Fames the 20, that they were ready to come to a Temper 
virh Reference tothe Diſſenters? Or why did the Church- 
men promiſe this to the Diſſenters in the time of their Di- 
ftreſs? Or why did ſo many famous Church-men draw. 
up Alterations for this end in the Feruſalem Chamber? 
Apon this J can't but take notice of what 


Want 
1ded Mt. Calamy fays, That ſuch Amendments Abridgment, 
they as thioſe were, wich ſuch an allowance in the p. 655. 

the „ Point of Ocders for Ordination by Presby- 5 
se- ters, as is made 13 EM. Cap. 12. would in all probability 
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* have brought in tuo — che Difſenters in Ergiany. 


fulneſs of the thing commanded, they are not to obey. 


King Charles the 24's Declaration took away the whole Or- 
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Circumſtances of Will-worſhip. „ +3 
The Diſſenters do indeed think, that the Will of God is | 
the rule of Worſhip ; and that ſuch Worſhip as is not ac- 
cording to the Declaration he has given us of his Will, may FR th ſpok 
well be. call'd , ill. worſhip, and is not pleaſing to God, And od. 1 
they own they can't find any thing in the Scriptures to ſa- p the O 
tisfy them, that God requires us to Worſhip him with Pay 1. 
ſuch Ceremonies as Bowing at the Name of Jeſus toward Pars al 
an Altar; or with the Croſs in Baptiſm, and the like. athedr; 
And this their Opinion is not only grounded on the word * N 
Will-worſhip, but on other Texts of Scripture, as has been | Fb "ng 
ſhewn already. It is true, they imagine, they have a very anner; 
food Argument from this Text, and I verily think tbe 1 , 
Doctor has ſaid but little in anſwer to it. He cites tuo onſtami 
Verſes as the ground of the Objection, and takes notice on- the C 
ly of one, and that not the Chief, where the word Will. er be a 
worſhip is. He ſays, that the voluntary Humility or Mor-. 1 
hiping there ſpoten againſt, is that which was paid by ſome.of | Nich he 
the ancient Hereticks io Angels, as is plain from the expreſs word. ere be 
of the Text, Let no man beguile you of your Reward in 4 volun- RF: 

tary Humility, and worſbiping of Angelis. 2X... ; 
I ſuppoſe by theſe Anciem  Hereticks; the Doctor means ſs li 
the Gnoſticks: But I hardly believe it can be made ap- 
pear, that the Apoſtle has any regard to them here, I 
can't but think he refers rather to ſome corrupt Doctrines , 
of the I cus, or Jewiſh Chriſtians; to which purpoſe 1 on- 
Iy deſire the Context may be obſerv'd, both which goes 
2 2 before, and which follows after. I am {ure ME 
* Vide Epiſt. St. Jerom is of this mind. * I can't certainly 
ad Algaſiam, ſay, what is then meant by the Spnoxeia MY 
tom. 3. p. m. M ayer, the Worſhip or Religion of An 
112. gels; but if the Angels are here ſpoken of, 
not as the Objects, but as the Authors of 40 

+ Adv. Marc. the Worſhip, + Tertullian's Interpretation F * 
lib. 5. p. 614. will not be amiſs, when he ſays, that the briſt f 
wel” Apoſtle here ſpeaks againft thoſe, * Who BY M | 
„from Angelical Viſions pretended they muit abftain e en, 
from Mzats. With whom alſo agrees a Commentator, *% 


to be met with among St. Jeroms Works. Perhaps this de Cer 
: 1 5 455 : may wh | | 
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: ay well agree with thoſe Stories that Dr. 

and brot“ ſpeaks of,as frequent in the Jewiſh 1 Fol. 2. p.129. 
; or Pritings about their Bath, Kol, and the Ap- 


Farance of Elias to their Wiſe- men; and it may be from 
4 i; me ſuch kind of Opinion, that the Phariſees chule to ex- 
ac. ess themſelves fo, Acts 23. 9. Bur if 4 Spriit or an Angel 
nay if th ſpoken to bim, let us not fight 4 ainſt 
And 50d. I determine nothing, but refer it Comp, Gal. 1-8. 
a. the Conſideration of hetter Judgments: IN 
dich Daly I obſerve, if this be the true ſenſe of the Text, it 


arg Ears a little hard upon Socrates's Story of the Original of 


i. | Wathedral Worſhip, who tells us, that it | 

ors Pole from Ignatius, ſeeing a Viſion of An- Lib. 6. cap. 8. 
\cen | ls ſinging Hymns to God in that alternate 

very 


anner; with whom agrees Nicepborus Calliſtus. * Nor 
the 


's it much favour thoſe, who alledge 
tuo Penſtamtine's Viſion of the Croſs, in defence *Iib. 13. cap. S. 
on. the Croſs in Baptiſm. But let the Do- | | 
Vin. Wor be allow'd ro have giv'n us a true Interpretation of 
or. Ne 18th Verſe, and let us fee whether in the other Verſe 
ne hich he cites in the Objection, but omits in the Anſwer, 
1 =, cows ons pert 2 here I ſhall * H 
. © 10 arge, Ver, 20, e. erefore if ye ca 
olun 2 th Chriſt 9 the rudiments of the 8 1 oh 0 2 
3 JF ugh living in the World, are ye ſubject 10 Ordinances 


-ap- Touch not, taſt not, handle not, which all are w periſh 


i iP the ung) after the Dottrines and Commandments o 
ines en? Which things bave indeed a ſhew of Wiſdom in 
on-. worship and Humility, and neglecting of the body, 

es r in any bonour 10 the ſatisfying of the fleſh. In which 

ire Pords the Apoſtle argues, that Chriſtians ſhould not be 
any * t& ſuch Rules and Precepts as thoſe, Touch not, 
ares % not, Handle not; which were certainly things indif- 
. rent in themſelves. Theſe Rules he calls Ordinances, 
n of. rer the Commandments and Doctrines of Men; where 
rs of © bave the two words which are us'd, Matt. 15-9. and 
ation 4ccd Chriſt's Defence of his Diſciples there, is tucn'd in- 
- the BE 2 Prohibition (or what is equivalent) here, And as 
WIe hriſt ſhews, that his Diſciples were not bound by the Laws 
Who ol Men, urg d by the Scribes and Phariſees, lo St. Paul 
ator, eus, that Chriſtians ſhould not obey auy ſuch Laws of 
« this Bl len, And this he argues from their being deliver'd from 
e Ccremonial Yoke by Chriſt : The Rudiments of the 
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LJ to, or diverſe from the Preſcript of God's Word, (Mas, 
15.9.) call'd by the Apoſtle Will-worſhip. 210 
(Coloff, 2. 23.) All Will-worſhip, where- + P. 228. 
by we make any thing a part of God's Halte, 
Service, which he hath not commanded, Col. 2. 23. For 
how great a ſhew ſoever it have, yet in that it leaneth 
to Man's Wiſdom, tis unlawful, In Particular,» Te 


dain'd, to place Religion in Meat and Drink, Apparel; 
Time, Place, or any other indifferent Thing. 0 

Fetter. —_ 
nis 5th Objection againſt Biſhops being call'd Lords 
imops, is what for ought I can find Diſſenters rarely al- 
age, and perhaps never ground it upon the Text cited hy 


ext they inſiſt on in that Matter. | 
XX The Queſtion is, whether thoſe Titles of Honour, and 
eat Intereft the Biſhops have in Civil Affairs, do's ſo well 
Pit with their Character and Work, as to deſerve to be 
ade inſeparable from it. *Tis very poſſible, that many 
u iſſenters have thought they do not, as well as many others, 
a the Doctor is nor Ignorant, that there are ſeveral Any 
ent Eccleſiaſtical Canons that favour this Opinion: But 
vin own to him, that whoever grounds an Objettion 
iiſt the Biſhops Titles upon this Text, do's not argue 
ry ſtrongly ; it being thus in the Greek, not Lording or 
EP omincering over God's Heritage, that is, not pretendi 
Rule in an Arbitrary way, and ſetting up their own Wit 
ra Law, and expecting that People h 
Pbedience to all their Decrees, and then the Doctor will do 
eln to conſider whether his Arguments do not, in a great 
peaſure, oppoſe the Prohibition of the Apoſtle. 7 
gui 6. 1 have confider'd the Buſineſs of his 6th Objection in 
ur Au- ny former Letter. i] | 


othing jy Odjection the 7th; Proceed we next to the Text urg d by you | 


10n tor Liberty of Conſcience in Religious Matters. to wit, Gal. 5. 1. 
and faſt therefore in the Liberty where with Chriſt has made us 

1s hoh re? | 
r teh Liberty of Conſcience (in the common uſe of that Ex- 
is tor- Breton) is hardly argued by any one from that Text. Li- 
tho' dl ty of Conſcience, as it ſignifies Liberty for a Man to fol+ 
my pe the Dictates and Directions of his Conſcience in the 
1 ä | 


deviſe any other Miniſtry than that which God hath Or- 


His 3d and 4th Objections are conſider d in my formen 


e Doctor, 1 Pet. 5. 3. or at leaſt that is not the principal 


ould yield a blind 
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han), 


feſs, I can't have very Honourable Thoughts of thoſe neu 


or ud ment, 10 join Communion with us; it would therefore be 


du's entirely excuſ him from doing the thing; then by thy Text 1 


Worſhip of God, is not meant by the Liberty there ſpoken II word 
of. This Liberty is founded upon the Law of Nature, and Pen the 


js one of the unalienable Rights of every Good Subject, IErſtand t 
which no Government can juſtly deprive him of: But if ſelf und 
by Liberty of Conſcience, the Doctor means only that th: Puts a N 


Itirely jt 


Conſcience is freed from ſome Law, (viz. the Ceremonial; 
s comm 


by which ic was oblig'd before; ſo we confeſs we do argue 


from this Text: And weown, this Liberty do's not ſigni: r; but 
fie 4 Freedom to do what we will in Religious Matters; We hrough r 
own our ſelves under Law to Chriſt: We allow the Do- d it 1s 
or that it relates to the Yoke of the Levitical Law, but __ 
then our not being oblig'd by the Levitical Ceremonial Ain all 
Lau, is reckon'd by the Apoſtle a Liberty, and a Privilege, 1 ut: = 
tho? that Law was of God's own making; and I hope then t te = 
it will be no great Inſtance of our Liberty, to come under I Ju Sl 
another Ceremonial Yoke of Man's making. If theſe Ola 0 ” F 
Religious Ceremonies, which God himſelf Inſtituted, are Nen t 
ſtiled a Yoke of Bondage, and beggarly Ele ments, I con- = 12 


ones which are of an infinitely leſs honourable Extract. — 10 a 
As to the other Text brought in here by the Doctor, Wi d vy res 

1 Theſ. 5. 21. Prove all things, 1 know none that think i ts „ 7 
gives leave to tu and experiment all things, We lay, it re- Si; i 
quires that Chriſtians ſhould examine the things they hear, 1 1 4 
and ſearch by the Scriptures, whether they be true or no; BE... with 
and not att by an implicit Faith in any one who pretendsto e * 
be their Guide: And we ſay farther, that the laſt part of BY on 7 
the Verſe, bold faſt that which is good; obliges them not to Make Fa 
entertain his Errors, but only thoſe Truths which he deli- Ine eſte 
vers; of which I ſhall ſay more under the next Head. un ſultc 
Obj. Sth, Kom. 14. 23. I haiſoever is not of Faith, is n: Nectar 
Whence (ſays the Doctor) you may perhaps Argue, that it being Wl K * 
not of Faith in you, that is, it being contrary to your Perſwaſim . en, 


Tag ; N er Ne eclar 
4 fin in you 10 49 it, and conſequently for that Reaſon (if for no eh | 


other) you ought to abſtain from our Communion. Now | de- [ea 
fire you, Neighbour, to conſider, that if this Text is ſo 10 be un- Nn 
derſtood, as you would bave it, viz. That any Man's private 3 he 
Perſwaſion (how groundleſs ſoc ver) of a things being nul, ble: 42 


1 ky : awful an 
Papiſt, nay 4 Few, N A very Heathen, ma) juſtiſi⸗ his mM ane . e e 
of Worſhip, as well as you juſtifie yours by the Separation. 


ö caule he 
1 | 


1 e 4G 
order how the Doctor could faſten ſuch a Senſe as this 
on the Diſſenters: There are none of them who un- 
Erſtand this Text as he ſays. We own that Conſcience is 
IS (elf under Law, and that an erroneous Conſcience, when 
puts a Man upon omitting a Duty as no Duty, is far from 
Wcicely juſtifying him: He fins in not doing what God 
s commanded, and in not informing his Conſcience bet- 
r; but yet ſhould he perform a Duty, his Conſcience 


2 


10 through miſtake) telling him it is a Sin, he would fin too. 
Do- 1 Ind it is not peculiar to the Diſſente rs to hold that Con- 
bu. Pence is every Man's immediate Guide, which he is always, 


nia ad in all things to follow. What that dictates to be his 
1 uty, he is to do, and what that dictates iv be Sin, he is 
Wot to do. And as the Diflenters profeſs their Perſwaſion 
d Judgment in theſe things is wholly grounded upon the 
Poly Scriptures, the Dottor might have omitted this Ob- 
ion; for when he can convince them, that this Perſwa- 
n is groundleſs, he will find they will make no ſuch uſe 
the Text, In the mean time, (for I think his Argu- 
Wents do not abound with Evidence and Strength) while the 
Þc(walion laſts, they can't but look upon themſelves 
und, by this Text, to follow it. And who is there that 
Pubts whether a Papiſt, Cc. do's Sin, that changes his 
eligion, while, his Erroneous Conſcience tells him he 
old not, The Doctor indeed ſays, that theſe words were 


= eien with Reference 10 ſub Particulars, as were not determin d 
% the Scriptures or the Governours of the Church, but 


ere left to every one's Private Determination, But this is a 
J iccake, for St. Paul ſpeaks of the cating thoſe things which 
ne efteem'd (tho' without ſufficient Reaſon) unclean and 
lawlul to be Eaten ; and thi: Particular was determin'd, as 


n. t Declares, ver. 14. / know and am perſwaded by the Lord 
n, that there is nothing unclean of it ſelf. What ful- 
_—_ r Determination would the Doctor have? And yet he 


E&clares, that an Erroneous Conſcience binds in the next 


1 1. words; But 10 bim that eſteems any thing unclean, 1 him 
be in unclean. Some things are Lau ful, and not Neceſſa- 


J in doing or not doing theſe a Man fins not, if he fol- 


* dus the Directions of his Conſcience, and obſerves the 
inf, Nues of C harity: There are other things that are both 
b awful and Neceſſary; and here, if a Man's Conſcience 
. 


Wil-informs him, he tins either way; by not doing them, 
Faule he obeys not the written-Law of God; by doing 


, them, 


1281 


- them becanſe he follows not the Directions of that wi che in 
| Godohas appointed to be his immediate Guide. Ay he! 
when the Doctor ſays, we ought to ſubmit, and gin ö 


lion 15 


Preference to the lawful Authority of the Church, before u nd that 


own private Perſwafions 5 he is greatly miſtaken : I am » | all t 
ver to do ſo in Matters of Sin and Duty; but am alva ear 
to follow 1 own Perſwaſion; and if I miſtake i uch 
not their Authority, but their Arguments and Real ere th 
muſt make me fubmit; and to urge Men, as the Doch Wy 175 

at Ch 


8 

: 

does, has, in my Apprehenſion, no other tendency th : 
to make them contemn Conſcience, (the Regard to wh4 not n 
ſhould always be ſacred and inviolable) and take the with Next t 
way to contract the moſt deplorable Hardnels ( 0 t taken 


Object. 


cart. N N Þ | 3 5 
And now 1 ſhall look back upon the Doctor's Gly pern 
upon thoſe words, Heb. 13. 17. Sn your — ore) 
9 lays, it is the fame, as if the Holy P:nmff in 
© Pag. 9. bad ſaid thus, Ths it may fometine: I» be no $i 


2 Tien, that the Rulers the Church ma Geny | 
Jon fuch things, ts ſome Members n Church mY I the De 
ke in their own Opinions, yet it is #he Duty of all i WF" for 
Members of the Church, to ſubmit their Fndgments 10 f we every | 
Pilgments of their Rulers, and to comply with their l. [ his We 
munttions, by an atuat and puntual Obedience. es of. 
I fuppofe by theſe Words, May not lite in theireom® iv! tor | 
injions, he means, that they judge them to be {infill ind of e 
tbr elſe it do's not reach our Caſe; and then, I ſay, this) n, there 
hoſt pernicious Doctrine. There is nothing more «i ritip Gt 
Ge than for Perfans to enſlave their ſudgments au at Algu 
310ions to the Diftares of any un-in{pir'd Perſon rate 5 a 
whoever they be. Nay, let us put the Cale a little Jo denptur 
er, that @ Perſon is doubtful ir the thing enjom', er pain 
chat tho he is not fully couvinc'd chat *ris a Sin, yet ul of Dan 
an the account of many pauſe Reafons and Objedtion Ad of 
he is not fully {atisfied of the Lawfulnels of it, wi Bing it u 
the Doctor vouch for him, that he niuſt then obey 1 cl of ay 
Rulers, and ſay, that that Text, Pat is not of Fait', "i > lame 
Sin 200g to the purpoſe ? Certainly, in this Ci alledge 
| a Man is to ſulpend, his Obedience to it. Or again, fi s. 
17 the Rulers of. the Church enjoin any thing (in! 1. In an 
felf really) indifferent, of which yet a perſon queſtions tl h Acts ; 


Lawfulnels, while, at the ſame time, he is fully (* [LL now 


Fy'd, hat the Power of Church-Rulers do's not excels 


»-y 


29 | 
dme impoſing ſuch things, is it not clear, that in this 
Ay be is not to comply? The Doctor ſays, ſuch a Sub- 


ey keep within bounds, and only teach Men to obſerve 
Hat Chriſt has commanded, the Peace of the Church 
not need ſuch a Support. 

Next the Doctor proceeds to our Objections that are 
t taken from Scripture. | | 

E0bjct. 9. You ſay then, that the AT of Toleration 


Doch 
y thi 

whid 
he 1a 
els « 


hon is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the Churches Peace. 
Lin * that n 4 be ue jui xl an abſolute Submiſſion 
wed. all the lawleſs Commands of a Tyrant, is abſolutely 
" "Scary to preſerve the Peace of a Kingdom. With- 
alwy t ſuch Subiniſſion, there can be no Peace in the Church, 
N if Where the Rulers will aſlume ſuch a Power; but when 


ag. op 


5 01 '; permit you to ſeparate from our Communion, and 
> 0&7 efore you may lawfully do it. The Doctor anſwers, That 
. WW. 1 in the Tower of an At of Parliament, to make that 


Tennaf ze no eee. 1 ba And this I grant 


HA) by: deny that Go has made our ation finful . And 
e the Doctor refers to his Papers for a Proof, I refer to 
ne for an Anſwer, God has never made it ſinful 
all jv every Church to choofe its own Officers, and to or- 


his Worſhip in the beſt way they can, according to the 
ies of his Word. Nor has the Parliament made it 
ul for us to do [oy that is, it is now againit no Com- 


ts ton 
heir K 


2 1 ind of either. Tis true, in the late Times & Perſecu- 
* Wn, there were Acts of Parliament which did forbid us to 
(A * chip God according as we judg d we ought; and the 


Wet Argument then urg'd, was Obedience to the Civil Ma- 


ate late; and then his Power in all things, not forbidden 
Us w W Scripture, was cry'd Py and Submiſſion to it preſs'd, 
non pain, not only of Fines, and Impriſonments, &c. 


of Damnation. Bleſſed be God, this Argument from 


60h Ad of Parliament (with the many forcible ways of 
r. „ing it upon us) is vow at an End; and we do not hear 
er ch of it, and eſpecially from the Doctor, who preſles 
97 th, lame Obedience o Church-Rulers. Now when 
is Cal a the Act of Taleration, tis upon two Ac- 
100 1. In anſwer to any Arguments that are fetch'd from 
Bons ch Acts; and to ſhew, chat the Laws of Magiſttates 
ly (= t now (as formerly) be pretended. 


Bis Bf . . We 
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; The Doctor ſays, this i 4 down-right Falſbood, &c. but 


ech vat is diſcours'd elſewhere. | 

Stu Well, lut we have, you ſay, ſome things, which, tho they 
ere not forbid, yet neither are they reguir d by the Scriptures, 
„ therefore theſe might be let alone, eſpecially ſince we do 
ly Wot read that the Apoſtles us'd any ſuch things. 

1d 8 For the Weight of this Objection, I need only refer to 
in; rnat I ſay ellewhere. The Doctor anſwers by retorting 
oy upon us, that we have likewiſe ſome things of the 
Ob 


ne nature, as Pulpits. I remember, the Doctor in his 
he cher Letter, produces a learn'd Argument for reading of 


vii ermons, out of Jeremy 36. 4, 5, 6. That Baruch wrote 
oY om the Mouth of Feremiah all the Words of the Lord. 
[Ne ro 


SY think verily I may with more reaſon, alledge in this 
ade, Neb. 8. 3. And Ezra the Scribe ſtood upon a Pulpit of 


que or on it, for this comes within thoſe Circumſtances, 
[uct nich are in order to the Execution of God's Commands. 
bet ur joining in Publick Worſhip is commanded ; in order 
oni this, *tis neceſſary that he that officiates ſhould be 


F Ti Ward ; and for this end, as well as others, tis neceſſary 


2102 at he ſhould ſtand higher than the People. Bur in or- 


has f r to the Execution of which Command is the Croſs in 
y ti WW: priſm, the Surplice, Sc. We think we can ſee a vaſt 
It ; Wi ifecence in theſe things; if the Doctor will not, we 
nale n't help it: But only query, whether he be not led by 


Tuna ney, Humour, Terverſeneſs and ſuch like Motives, 
oO ai hich, from his own Experience, he very readily char- 


ent UBS: us with. | 

uren He asks, Why it ſhould be leſs pure to pray or preach in a 
blice, than in a Pulpit, Lanſwer, The one is conve- 
: [0 [Wot and uſeful, in order to the Execution of a Divine 
1 "Fommand, and the other not; but is only grounded 
111111 on a Pretence of Decency, when there is no Decency 
Unks! Pu. | | 

0 une 0bje#, 11. Is about agreeing with rhe Papiſts; of 
ns, Aich in my other Letter. | Pt 

| Of 0 = Objet. 12. Another great Pretence for your Separation, 
Name ll tat of better edifying : But this is no more than a meer 
1 not "Wetence ; for the word Edifying, do's denote in plain En- 
n teal gh, the ſame as building up, and is made uſe of, on account 
and 0 be Church of Chriſt being frequently compar'd in the Scrip- 
%a Briiding or Houſe. Now this Building or Church 
35 | | 07 


ood, which they had made for the purpoſe. But I inſiſt 
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in the 
it impoſſible that any Teacher ſhould edify you, who ji 
' Houſe by taking the . Stones, and other Materials there 


F Chrift, being but one 1 to be Edi , muſt de 4 
45 ae 2 true Senſe, eing made a Part of that 
Building, or a Member of that oue Church. And there 
notes 4 Separation, juſt as tis inpoſible to build up if 


and putting them into different Parcels, inſtead of unit 


or putting them together, whereby alone they can be built off . 
| an Hou ſe. 5 
N 1. The Doctor takes that for granted, wb * ; 
my Charity will not ſuffer me readily to grant hi d 1 
viz. That ' tis impoſſible that Chriſtians, who from tha Kalt! 
differing Sentimems ſeparate from oue anothet, ſhoulſ Jodgm 
both be in the one Catholick Church. My Charity wi ? 1 
not ſuffer me to entertain ſuch black Thoughts of u 5 
Caſe of all Confor miſts, as this Principle would (if dole 
low'd) conſtrain me to. 2 b % 1 if 
" *Tis to me no hard thing to imagine, that Men ff "0 
different Communions, may yet both agree in the Faid 4 155 
which is neceſſary in order to their being united to Chi 2 2 
by virtue of which Union to him, as their Head, vi Nate? 
whole Church is one. And nothing tends to beget ml yh 
unworthy Thouglits of God, than to repreſent him, i: ſubmir 
oblig'd to 1ejedt and damm all thoſe in this Nation, wh Churct 
ſeparate from the Church of England, meerly from a f= they 
> diſpleaſing him, while at the fame. time they belief unde * 
all the Dottrines, and obey all the Rules of the Gol 4. A 
I. cau't ſuffer ſuch a diſparaging Thought of Ged, aM very w. 
his Goodneſs, once to enter imo my Mind: But 10 chat 
clude, that as in every Nation, lo in every Party of Chl Knowle 
ſtians, he that fears God, and worketh Righteouſnels, | Wone Spi 
accepred of hun. FP | Wof the 
| And while the Doctor is ſo free in his Diſcourled 3 Edifyin; 
this nature, he ſeems to me to be liable to a juſt Applic yy made 
tion of that Scriprure, which he unjuſtly in anotl None Chu 
place applys to us, Pfal 50. 21. Thon thoughteſt I was © WT tom, 14 
together fuch an one as thy elf; that is, he teems to thi Wir. ol 
God has no more Clemency and Mercy than himſelf, W Nay, 
have ſometimes wonder'd, how Men of the Dodo WWTeachir 
High. Principles, can make their Notions conſiſt, ] mes WR-latio! 
tlie more favourable Opinions they entertain generally WW: bad s. 
the Papiſts, while they own theirs a true Church, tnt is 
Hold, that a Man may le lav'd in it, and yet deny Suu eat tho! 


t 


tion to the poor Diſſenters. And yet, if 1 miſtake not 
the Separation ought to be as wide between the Church o 

je and them, as between them and us: 
Doctor think as he pleaſes, while we can approve our 
ſelves to God, we neither value mor fear Man's Judg- 


But let the 


We are well ſatisfy'd we belong to that Church of which 
= Chrift is the Head, and are not mov'd by the narrowneſs of 
MS ſuch as meaſure the Unity or Extent of Chriſt's Church 
by a pitiful Uniformity in Humane Ordinances. 

And let the Doctor look 
a leaſt if he be, he ſhould meet with the ſame meaſure in 
Judgment wherewith he now Judges us; and when Diſſen- 
ters come to be acquitted, he ſhould be judg'd out of his 
oon Mouth, and according to his own unmerciful Prin- 


to it, that he be not m 


f utterly diſown the Charge and Guilt of the 
Separation, and fay, it wholly belongs to the Confor- 
niſts, who either laid a deſign of forcing us to Separate, 
Nas appears by the Speeches of ſome, and the Pra- 
etices of others in 1662.) or, who fell in with thoſe that 
5 They have all either aſſum'd or 
lubmitted to ſuch a Power as Chrift has not left in his 
Church, and do inſiſt upon ſuch Terms of Communion, 
55 7. an- das they know, we think 


bad ſuch a Deſign. 


they own are unneceſſar 


1 Doctor's Notion of Edifying, we know 
oery well that it ſignifies building up, and do add farther, 
chat tis us'd Metaphorically for improving Perſons in 
1 olineſs, Cc. And as the Church is 
one Spiritual Houſe, fo is every true Chriſtian a Temple 
Wot the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore the Scripture ſpeaks of 
W=ifying particular Chriſtians, ſuch as were already actual- 
Wy made parts of that one Spiritual Houſe, or Members of that 
Jene Church ; to which purpole are theſe places of Scripture, 
em. 14. 19. & 15, 2. 1 Corin, 8. 1. & 14. 4, 17. 1 Theſl. 5. 
11. Epbeſ. 4. 29. TW 
. Nay, this word is us'd ſo generally for Inſtructing and 
Wy caching, that 'tis once us'd when it can have no pothble 
Relation to the Unity of the Church at all, it being us d in 
bad Senſe, 1 Cor. 8. 10. Shall not the Conſcience ot him 
chat is weak be emboldned (in the Greek tis Edijy'd) to 
eat thoſe things that are offer 


3. As to the 


Knowledge, Faith, 


d to Idols? In ſh 
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* cording to the general Senſe df this word in the Scripture; 
; "Man is Edified when he 4 in Spiritual Knowledge 
in Faith, Love to God and Men, Cc. And this being the 


ds 7% 
7235 
Church, 


1 greateſt thing a Chriſtian has to look after, he is bound we 
| uſe thoſe means he finds moſt conducive thereunto; and ao to 
. diſſwade him from this, is to put him upon doing the wort on Ni 


wrong to his own Soul: And a ſerious Chriſtian will be ery of 


able to diſcern whether the means he uſes, Edifie hin Chriſti⸗ 
Or no, . by 4 | Nience t 
It will not ſignifie much to Diſpute whether the Eta. us own 
bliſh'd Worſhip, or that of the Diſſenters is moſt Edifying; Vilfulne 
No doubt the Doctor thinks ſo of the Eftabliſh'd, as 1 df a ſen 
of the Difſenters Worſhip ; and after all, bis muſt be let unk tet 
to the Judgment of particular Chriſtiaas. 4 won 
I will only add, with Reference to what he ſays after ward hoſe t! 


of the Devil's Deluſions, that he that finds himſelf to be Hhink ſe 
come more acquainted with the Will of God, more, inflamM 
with Love to God, and more quickned to a zealous Car 
and Endeavour to obey God in all things, Cc. by the M. 
niſtry he fits under on either fide, may be aſſur'd that the 
Devil has no hand in this, but that that Miniftry is tra 90e, ! 
_ edifying to him, by the Blefling of God upon it. 406 40 
i a roy (T that a 
Obj. 13. Jou can't but think [your Teacher to be à true I. t off thi 
"miſter of Chriſt,” becauſe he is 4 good Liver, and preaches iE His is at 
Truths of the Goſpel. There are more things than one or twMinifter 
chat muſt evidence a Man a Minifter of Chriſt, That ea the 


| theſe are two Neceſſary Qualifications, we are ſure tro ein 
JJ,. oc ohiadond: „ „„ Md, a 
I have in my other Letter conſider'd the validity of t octor e 
Miſſion of che Diflenting Miniſters; and if that ſtand £006, Mord in: 
and they appear to have theſe and ſuch like Qualification, MF him: 
it will not be in the power of the Doctor to diſannul theres, it 
| wo RS 
| png SE | 1 
But, ſays the Doctor, Then every good Liver is a true I- Sepa 
niſter of Chriſt, (bur he knows that is not made an Evidence Tel 
alone ) and conſequently you your ſelf muſt be a true Mini/icr u 
the ſame ſenſe your Teacher is; ' Namely, as a good Liver {ig Obj. 1. 
fes 4 good Moral Man, (v. a good Moral Man, that be ihe, as 4 
lieves in Chrift, that loves God, and keeps his Command ne 
ments) but if by 2 geo Liver be meant 4 good Chriſtian, wha g, that 
n:tther you nor your Tegcher can be allow'd io be ſuch, foraſmd i, parti 


7 - 


. 1 


e; e wilfully and induſtriouſiy abet and promote what is moſt 
<p A rity forbidden by  Chriſtianity', I mean Diviſion in the 
> Ln: WW Church. | 4 
nd t wer ftand not to the Doctor's Allowances ; what has he to 
u do to Judge another's Servants, who ftand or fall to their 


vor on Maſter? But the Doctor is like ſooner, by his diſcos 
1] be very of his want of Charity, (the very Breath and Soul of 

hin Chriſtianity, and vaſtly more eſſential to it than Obe- 
ience to Humane Ceremonies) to blaſt the Reputation of 
Eſta-WWiWhis own than of our Chriſtianity. But farther, where is the 
ying;Wwilfulneſs we are charg'd with, who profeſs, that *tis out 
oer a ſenſe of Duty to God that we do as we do? I ſhould 
e len hink the Doctor do's rather wilfully and arduſtriouſly abet 
: 14 3 Diviſon, while he profeſſedly pleads againſt 
ward hose things that might end it: And therefore let him 
to be: hink ſeriouſly of that Text, Rom. 2. 1. Therefore thou art 
ami cſable, O Man, whoſoever thou art that judge ſt : for where- 
Care thou judge/# another, thou condemmeſt thy ſelf; for thou that 
e Ni el, 40 the ſame things. 
at te As to che other Particular, ' Preaching the Truths of the 
el, he ſays, The Diſſenting Teachers preach up ſome, and 
W-ich down-other Truths, and encourage Diviſion, (but enough 
chat already) and that this is the common way of Cheats, to 
of their bad Wares, by putting ſome good among them, And 
isis an Inſinuation with which the Reputation of any 
aiſter whatever may be blaſted. There is no tolerable 
ea the Doctor has for this his baſe Suggeſtion; We hope 
ai take our Word; that our only Motive is a Fear of 
od, and a deſire to keep his Commandments; The 
odor expects his Neighbour ſhould take his 

Word in the like Caſe, and we demand the fame Pag. 1. 
nim: As to his long Harangue that fol- 05 
1] cher vs, it has nothing of Argument in it; let but the Rea- 

5 r put in the Confor miſt inſtead of the Diſſenting Teachers, 


rue Ii. 
videnc 
iniſter i 5 enn IS 2 | 3 
er gti. 14% Is taken from the'bad Lives of ſome of our Mini- 
hat be., as if they were for that Reaſon not the Miniſters of Chriſt ; 


Separation, and he will ſee] it will ſerve us as well as 


oraſ nuch 2 f 


14 particularly from the inſtance of Judas 5 as aifo by retor- 


d ſuppoſe the Charge to be brought againſt them for 


C 2 wig 


* 


mmand. e weakneſs of which Objection 1 might ſhew at large, by pro- 
n, the Be, that a Man may be 4 very bad Man, and yet a wue Mini- 
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therefore your not coming to our Publick Service conſtantly, nut 


£ : 
ting the 0bjeftion on your own Party; foraſmuch as there are u 
be found among your Teachers, at bad Livers as among on I 
Miniſters. | 3 
To which I Anſwer 3 1. That tis very true, that 24 
bad Man may not diſcover himſelf by his Actions what he one ſid 
is, and ſo long Charity obliges me to judge well of him: Fgumen 
And ſo he, who has all other Qualifications but that of true ie kn 
Holineſs, ſo long as he do's not diſcover himſelf by hi ruth 
Adtions to be wicked, is to be judg'd in Charity a Miniſter entire!) 
of Chriſt : But when he ſhews himſelf to be wicked, he Mfter t. 
no longer to be acknowledg'd a good Man, and much lets a tor m 
Miniſter of Chrift 3 and it is ſo far from being a Duty, that Mut ſol 
tis errant Folly to commit the Care of my Soul to him, Rue. 
who plainly Evidences that he takes no Care at all of hu 2. T 
OWN, | Fee | 4 | elves b 
2. The caſe is widely different between the Diſſenting ion wi 


To 
able E 


Congregations and. the Pariſh-Churches ; foraſmuch as any 4 Charity. 
diſſenting Congregation may at Pleaſure free themſelves File nec 


from any wicked Minifter, whereas it is quite otherwiſe in Mnd th: 
the Pariſh-Churches : And therefore ſober Men of th: | 
Eftabliſh'd Communion have complain'd of it. | I 
3. I own this is only an Objection in ſuch places when 
the Miniſtcrs are bad Livers, but tis a good one if tru, 
let them be on which fide they will: The People ar 
oblig'd to leparate from ſuch. But as I delight not in Re 
Proaches, I ſhall only add, that a bad Life is a more clear oht to 
Evidence of a falle Prophet, than what he talks of in ti: 
foregoing Page, I mean a Separation on the account 
thole things in Diſpute. og oe * 


Obj. 15. Tou are (tho not in Communion, yet) in Chari 
with us: And as 4 Token of ſuch your Charity, you do not erg 
ple now and then (as occaſion requires) io come 20 our Public Nhe. 
Service, Netghbuur, as ta this Prattice of your Party, com 


, 5 * . . © * . . 3 10Nn 
monly call d Occaſional Conformity, is is ſo far from quſtityin I 
your Separation, or teſſening your Crime therein, that on ie ink tl. 
contrary, ii renders is moſt mexcuſable ; For by ſuch Occaſional " ith the 


Conformity you plainly own, thas ibere is nothing in our Publia 
Service, but wha on with us in, 1 i, u 4. Thi 
e, Out t you can joyn with us in, tf you mill, Pprehen 


wi 8 *. . - : 3 re 
proceed. from no better Moti ve than Wilfulneſs or Obftinacy, 4 2 Ee 
lea/l, not out of 4 Conſcientious. fear of ſinning thereby. . The 
| | | To 4 nt, w 
es to 
h a Rt 


To which 1 anſwer, 1. That if the Doctor's unchari 
able Principle were true, that in all Church-Diviſions on 


ument would be good. But this is a Principle which 
rue ie knows we deny, and which is indeed wide from the 
his Truth : Tho we think the Blame of our Diviſions lies 


ter entirely on the Conformiſts fide, yet we dare not judge 
he is fter this rate of our Brethren. And whatever the Do- 


es 2 tor may think of our Charity herein, we doubt not 
that ut ſober Men, who think freely, will own it a Ver- 
hin, ue. N 
F hik 2. Theſe Occaſional Conformiſts do look upon them- 
elves bound in Conſcience to have their ſlated Commu- 
ting ion with the Diſſenting Minifters, notwithſtanding their 
s any | harity. * They think it very evident, that they have all 
ſelves Fe: neceſſary Qualifications of the Miniſters of Chriſt. 
-F K ad that they were very unjuilly thrown out of their Pla- 
Ff the 
ID! Miniſters ought to have refus'd them, and conle- 
when uently that the Diſſenting Miniſters are the moſt right- 
true, n Paſtors of the Church, to which all the Chriſtians of 
le at is Nation are bound ſtatedly to join themſelves : And 
in Ne. Minifters and People had both acted thus, as they 
e cleat 
in the ut then, . 
unt a 3. They think, that tho this be the true State of the 
| ale, they are not bound to condemn or unchriſtian all 
Chart ole who think otherwiſe, They believe that ſincere 
ml 


i hnſlians, and true Miniſters of Chriſt, might be of 
or Jet tterent Opinions, and therefore they do not ſee why 


Public ey may not eſteem them as Chriſtians, and hold Com- 
7 Fo union with them as ſuch upon occaſion, tho in theſe 
stig 


rraeſſential things they judge them in the wrong, and 
t on th Pink they are bound to a fixed ordinary Communion 
ccaſani ich che other fide ; and with all they ſay, 

4 Fong BS 4. That they do not herein do any thing which they 
vill, 9 Bvcehend linful according to the Scriptures, or that can 
fly, maj = reaſonably concluded ſuch from their profeſſe d 
mac}, u incäples. | 

5. There are many things in the National Eftabliſh- 
ent, which have been generally confeſs'd by them- 
ves to be amiſs, and to need a Reformation. And 
h a Reformation was long call'd for by the Puritans, 


3 while 


— - 


To 
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nne fide or other, Perſons muſt be no Cliriſtians, his Ar- 
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2s in 1662. and that when thoſe Terms were impos'd, 


aht to have done, there had been no Separation at all: 
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while they continu'd in the Church, and by the Diſſer 
ters ſince: But nothing of this nature can be obtain's 
but fuch Motions have been always rejected, and a 
profeſſedly by many oppos'd; and therefore the Diſſemenf 
can't but look on themſelves as bound to attempt tia 
Reformation among themſelves, which they can't cx 
pect in the Conſtitution. - _ = 

6. *Tis very poſſible, a Man may think it lawful ul 
join in ſome Parts of Eſtabliſn'd Worſhip, aud unlawfuß Cnarit 
to join in others; he may think it lawful to take re &. cheir 1 
crament Kneeling, and yet unlawful to have his C hie ters. t 
baptiz d with the Sign of the Croſs. And yet 1 fu pf; £2 


. ob) 4 is ſo v. 
all will grant, that a Man's fix d Communion fhould be gion i 


ſatisf 
be ſai 
Subm 
that e 
bound 
that i: 
not ac 
their! 
Occafi 


where he judges he can without Sin have the free UP? Nex 
of both Sacraments. So that a Man's occaſional ConioWpt Object 
mity in one Particular, can't reaſonably be interpret gant e 
an owning that here is nothing in the Publick Service, lu endeav 
what he can join in, if he will. | 8 Miience 
7. There is no Obligation that lies upon them to ſucb:¶NConfide 
conttant Communion as is urg'd by the Doctor. If A oh. 
of Parliament did now (as they do not) require this d and th 
us, what Evidence can be given, that God has lodge Difkent 
Eccleſiaſtical Government ina Magiſtrate ? No ſuch tigt „ 8 
can be infer'd from the New Teſtament, or from te on, 3 
Original Contract, the Foundation of all Civil Power *f, w. 
If the Power of a Convocation, to make Laws for is nor 3 
National Church, be urg'd, What Evidence is the know 
that Chriſt (who inſtituted no ſuch kind of Church) eπνgοο 
appointed any ſuch governing Power? What Evidene uch. 
that all Chriſlian Churches, who have a Power left then Charity 
Witgin themſelves, are oblig'd to ſubmit to the Decresggpomiblé 
of ſuch an unequal Repreſentation ? Or in fine, if Church 
Command of the Biſhop in whoſe Dioceſs I live, be urg men 7 
what Evidence can be given of my Obligation to acknov- 1 Diſpoſi 
ledge him for my Paſtor or Biſhop, whom the Prin He ac 
Mall appoint ? Or what good Reaſon can there be, to, may 
I ſhould look upon him as the Perſon whom I am to o [2 ledge, i, 
bey and ſubmit to, as ſet over me by God to watch fbi 
my Soul, to whom I am a perfect Stranger, and like M elion 
ways, it may be, ſo to remain. IN r in 
Theſe things ought to be clear'd, and the Author In ar 
that obliges Perſons to be of the Eſtabliſh'd Commun Was the 


be made out by good Scripture Evidence, which F . 
e ee eee TE La 


L 1 39 ] 
ſer 3 be ſaid, that by their own Practice, and by an Occaſional 
un oh Submiſſion, theſe Perſons do acknowledge the Authority 
| «WW char enjoins the Eſtabliſn'd Worſhip, and therefore are 


gn bound to a conſtant joining with it. But the Anſwer to 
© BW not acknowledge any ſuch Authority as is pretended, and 


their ſtated Diſſent is an avowing the contrary, By their 
"= Occaſional Communion therefore, they do teſtify their 
autußg Charity in an Action which they do judge lawful ; and by 


7 85 1 their more ordinary and fixed Communion with the Difſen- 
is ters, they do proteſt againſt the impoſing Power, which 
role 


BS is ſo very pernicious and prejudicial to the Chriſtian Reli- 
Ade gion in this Nation. 


e U * Next the Doctor proceeds to the other part of the 


on Objection, of Diſſentets being in Charity, tho not in con- 
ret ant Communion with the Conformiſts. And this he 
ce, bu endeavours to anſwer, and the old Story of Obe- 
Maience to Biſhops Returns, which need not be again 
ſuch: |Mconfider's. 28 05 | 


Li AER The Doctor will do well to anſwer another Objection 3 
thus 0 aud that is, that he himſelf is not in Charity with the 
lodge Difkenters. But he adds, I mu# earneſtly beg you, to al- 
£01 ow your ſelf due time for an impartial Examination of 
I * our own Heart, whether you may not poſſibly deceive your 
ower. | 


5 for 1 is not a very hard Queition to determine. A Man may 
37 now whether he believes thoſe that differ from him are 
evi 


* 
Ms 
: Mz 
Poa 
. 
: 7 
Fog 
7 
* 


1denct, 5 luch, The Doctor openly profeſſes that he has no ſuch 
: theußg Charity as this for us: But I can aſſure him, that 'tis very 
Decrets 


l poſſible for a Diſſenter to be of this Diſpoſit ion toward 
* n Church-men; and I make no doubt, but many Church- 


Foy Diſpoſition towards us. 
> Prin 


e a e adds, that there is too much Ground to ſuppoſe that 
1 s 
, tha 


ou may poſſbly be thus deceiv'd, you your ſelf muſt acknow- 
m to (edge, if you are not altogether ignorant, what manner of 
atch fo ity your Presbyterian Brethren, in the Late great Kc- 
like 4W-ion between 1640. and 1660, ſhew'd to the Epiſcopal 
ih in this Kingdom. 

uthorif 


muna the Behaviour of the Epiſcopal Party before 1040. 
h [os | O04. Bs 
ſatis ln g 


ſatisfy'd the Doctor has not yer done, It may perhaps 


that is eaſy, for their Practice ſhews plainly, that:they do 


elf, whileſt you think you are in Charity with us. This 


good Chriſtians, and whether he do's truly love all 


en (of a better Spirit than the Doctor) are of rhe fame | 


n anſwer to which, it ought to he confider'd, what 
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| 40] 
Tis notorious with what a high hand they carry d it to- 
ward us, they perſecuted us with an implacable Malice, anaint 
and were endeavouring to bring this Nation under the : 
vileſt Slavery, both Civil and Religious And when the 
Nation became ſenſible of their Danger, and began to con- 
tend for the Civil Rights, it can't be wonder 'd at, that 
thole who were unjuſtly oppreſs'd, ſhould take part with 
thoſe who oppos'd the Oppreſſors. What was it they 
ſuffer'd from the Presbyterians, in compariſon of what 
they ſuffer'd from them between 1662, and 1688? Were 


exclud 
: fourte 
as the 


they uncapable of Livings meerly for their being Epiſco- of whi 
pal? Or were there any Hardſhips put upon them, like WF veral « 
thoſe of the Oxford 5 Mile Act? Had the Diſſenters for gi 
been only depriv'd of their Livings in 1662. Had they on Cie 
not been depriv'd of the moſt ſacred Rights of Subjects, King 1 
and been continually harraſs'd, fin'd, impriſon'd, and to obli 
deſtrain'd upon, and that very much at the Inſtigation of upon t 
the Clergy ; had they not endur'd ſuch a Series of bitter it, let 
Reproaches and Calumnies, built on many notorious For- Obj. 1 
geties, the Doctor might with ſome Face have menti- e Anſwe 
on'd theſe former Times. But ſince the Epiſcopal Parti WW the /ar 


have ſo abundantly repaid them to the utmoſt, whatever 
Hardſhips they can pretend to have ſuffer'd at their 
Hands, in Modeſty, he ought to have omitted this; 
Not to mention tbe extraordinary Charity ſhewn, at this ver) 
preſent, by your Brethren to the Epiſcopal Party, in a 
_ Kingdom not remote. To which I anſwer, that this Re- 
flection is more unreaſonable than the former, in as 


much as the Barbarities us'd towards the Presbyterians 


in that Kingdom, did vaſtly exceed thoſe which were 
ſuffer'd by their Brethren in England. The Thumkins, 
Boot, and open Murders, without fo much as a Form 
of Juſtice, practis'd in that Nation, ſtrike à Man at 
the very thought of them with Horrour : And what 
is it that the Epiſcopal Party ſuffer there, who are not de- 
priv'd of Liberty of Conſcience ? *Tis too plain, that a 
Jacobite Deſign is at the Bottom of that Noiſe and Cla- 
mour which has lately been made in this Nation about 
Scotland; but as the B—p of S— m has clear'd this 
Matter in his ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords, I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf with ſetting down his Account of the Mat- 
ter, taking it out of the Annals of Queen Ann's Reign, 
for the Year, 1705. p. 206. He ſaid, 5 

| | ce That 


Way that 
1 i» think 
Wc to th! 
much n 
Wis any C 
Wh he 
ear of h 
Elfon (as 
Nes) and 


riſh-Min 


L411 
That as to the Scorch Affairs, he was particularly ac- 


ce, vainted with them, and therefore would venture to 
the ea with the more Aſſurance: That the Scotch Kirks 
the being Eftabliſh'd without a Toleration, was aa unfair Al- 


legation ; for there needed no Law for Toleration, where 


hat there was no Law to Inhibit. The. Epiſcoparians were 
3th not forbid to Worſhip God their own way, being only 
hey excluded from Livings; and that there were at that time 
hat fourteen Epiſcopal Meeting-Houles in Edinburgh as open 


ere 


as the Churches, and as freely reſorted to; in ſeveral 
[co- 


Y of which the Engiifh Lichurgy was us'd ; but, that in fe. 


like  veral of them the Queen was not pray'd for. And the Bill 
ters for giving Patrons liberty of conferring their Benefices 
hey on Cierks Epiſcopally Ordain'd, had pal'd (at leaſt the 
ects, King had allow'd it) if they would have put in a Clauſe 


and 

n of vpon the offering that Clauſe, the Perion that ſollicited 
itter it, let it drop. 3 ere 
For- Obj. 16. Tou mean well, and would fain do the beſt: 
>0ti- e Anſwers; Any Papiſt, or any other miſguided Perſon will 
arg ite ſame; And may not I ſay the ſame to any Church- 


1 ay that pretends to this, as I ſuppoſe they do: And if the 


evel 

heit .. thinks this is our laſt Refuge, and that we are forod to 

his; e to this when all our other Arguments are anſwer'd, he 
n much miſtaken ; We need no ſuch ſhift as this, nor is 

n a is any Objection of our making, but a fancy of the Doctor's, 
Re- lich he thought would ſerve handſomely to bring up the 


ear of his vain Triumph. Where Men make ſuch a Pro- 
tion (as all honeſt Men muſt be ſuppos'd ro do it on both 
es) and do not plainly contradict it, they are to be he- 
vid, and that ſhould cauſe contending Parties to have 


in as 
rians 
were 


kins, . 

g a Pore Charity than what the Doctor expreſſes in the next 
n at Nerds, vit. And you muſt remember, ibat tho" God will un- 
hea Pubtedly male Allowances for Uprighmeſs of Intention, where 


ſe bas been made of all due means preſcrib'd by God for under- 


r de. wnding the Truth, yer this can't be Jook'd upon 10 be your Caſe, 


hat 2 
| Cla- 
bout 
this 
COll- 
Mat- 


£190, 


That 


8” Jour Inſtruction; becauſe yau refuſe io be guided by your 
wh Miniſter, whom God has appointed 10 guide pry pet | 
4 pa of Difficulty. 780 

but, 1. How do's it appear that God has appointed the 
aiſh-Miniſter to be my Guide? 9 | 


2. Who 


to refuſe 10 make uſe of the Ordinary Means appointed by God 


co oblige them to take the Oath to the Government, but 
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2. Who is to be judge, which are Points of Difficult; ;|f 


SH Suppoſe: a Man ſhonld have recourſe to i 


and to believe no Doctrine any farther than they ſee ti: 


Caſe of thoſe, who are judg'd, yet the Conſequence of 


than if ſeems to be. | | 


| Hieve, and do all that is requir'd in order to Salvation, and 
do's not conttadict his Profeſſion by a wickei Life. Sue 


L 42 ] 


= 
= 
_ 
[4 


Muſt I take the Pariſh-Minifter's word for that as well z 
for the Reſolution ? ' What can the Papiſts defire nor: WR 
1 7 


Nur rec 
bane which the Doctor thinks better, 2M 
confults him upon the Point of Conformity, and havin 1- T. 
conſider' d his Reaſons, finds them weak and trifling, my 
he be guided by him, in ſpite of his own Judgment, tai 
he is in the wrong? | 18 E 

The Doctor miftakes, when he goes about to perſnaM 
the Diſſenters to an implicit Faith, and blind Obedience 
they are very much diſpos'd to ſee with their own Ex: 


P ag» 43. r, Cas his Pariſh Miniſter) or to 


Proof of it, and to own no Authority without ſome 90 
Reaſon to convince them of the Rightfulneſs of it. An 
to the fincerity of our Intentions, we warn the Doctor ti: 
he would leave that to God to judge of; ?tis a nice Poir; {Mhemſel: 
and requires a more deſcerning, calm, and impartial Ju he Prin 
ment to ſearch into it than the Doctor is Mafter of : 1: 
him remember that he is a fallible Creature, liable hat the 
miſtake in Judging, and therefore let him beware of ri 
judging the Secrets of Men, and their Eternal States. nd yet 
tho an unrighteous Judgment makes no Alteration in e hoſe th. 
ot judg 
(being ſo deſperately Miſchievous to the Perſons themſelueʒ ” wha, 
who take upon them to judge and condemn their Neig ach as n. 
bours ) ſhould be more awtully thought of by the Dot en int 
NO Wor the 
God for bid I ſhould judge any Man, who profeſſcs to ben 


a Man, let him be Presbyterian, Indepeudant, Epiſcopal, 
or Ahabaptift, ſhall be fincerely Loy'd and Honour dis Supe 
me, and with all ſuch I always Profeſs a readineſs to h Fine and 
Communion, ſo it may be done with the Omiſſion of dou ever! N 
ful Diſputations. | 5 e, 7017 

I hay® 1999 $012 over ms Sections, except thoſe th et of o 
are p*culiar to himſelf, and of them, and his Concluiion, Principle 
ſtlall not need to ſpeak, becauſe they do not at all affect Hay be ſe 
Cauſe of the Dfiſenters. | 80 read th 
corn pl; 
uppoſe 
is: B 


1culty 
well 
more 
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o want of Malice and bitter Zeal, but the Doctor is ſo 
ind as to qualifie it with an Antidote, that will prevent 
pur receiving any hurt by it, I mean the ſuperabundant Sil 
inels and Weaknels of it. „ een ee 

arg 1- Then he gives us a Specimen of the Diſagreement 
Z, muß etween the Diſchters Principles and Practices. 

nt, t 1 have ſpoken to the two firſt of his Inſtances in my other 
Letter; His 3d Inſtance is, That it is the Diſſenters Prin- 
ple, that kneeling at the Sacrament i not 10 be alow'd of, 


erſwat 
being Popiſh and Superſtitious; and for their Practice he 


diene 


n Ev Wells us, that the Diſſenters do, norwitbſtandiug, kneel at the 
[ce th acrament; in urder to qualifie themſelves for Places or Offices : 
e 200888 han which nothing can be more Ridiculous, How eafte 
And ere it to retort this on the Church-men, by comparing 


re Church-man with another, or the ſame Men with 
", bemſelves; namely, their Principles about Obedience to 
ee Prince, and their Practice directly oppoſite to it. 
Bat I ask whether this Learned Doctor do's not know 
Phat the Diſſenters are not all of one Mind in this Matter? 
r, do's he know that the ſame Men hold that Principle. 
ad yet act in a direct Oppolition to it? He knows, all 
ole that receive the Sacrament kneeling, do lay, they do 
85 ot judge it unlawful ſo to do; and the other ſort of Diſ- 
nlelvez 
Neige ach as never Communicate with the Church. The Gentle- 
DoctorWnen in the Houſe of Commons, who contended ſo earneftly 
or the Occaſional Bill, yet took notice of this; and it 
s to Wight ſeem ſtrange the Doctor ſhould over- look it, were it 
"nz ant Pot that he ſhews himſelf reſolv'd to venture at any thing, 
# Sue he may but reproach and vilifie the Dilſenters. 
11COPay : 
ur d ie Superſtitious and Topiſh ro adorn Churches, or make them 
to hol: Fine and Beautiful: And our Practice he repreſents, that 
dou": Weveral Meeting-Houſes of the Diſſenters, of late Tears Eretted, 
1 e, nowithſtanding, built much more Stately and Eine, than 
oe thi 
uiion, 1M 


85 Principle of the Diſſenters, which the Doctor talks of, as 
ect tit 


Way be ſeen by a Paſlage in my former Letter wrote before 
WY read this. The Diſſenters do indeed judge it unlawful to 
Vorn places of Worſhip with Pictures and Crucifixes; and 
uppoſe the Doctor can't charge them with any thing like 
is: But as to the height of the Building, it is l 


T ſhall only take a view of his Poſtſcript, where there is 
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In his 4th Inſtance, he ſets down this as our . 
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oft of our Pariſh-Churches, I am a perfect Stranger to this 
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a very great Convenience and Advantage to the Peco IIis 2 
who meet in it, upon more accounts than one: And 5. 75 
| know none who think that *tis Superſtitious or Popiſh uf ifts, a 
have the place of Worſhip Decent and Handſome, tho the re im 
judge, that where the Circumſtances of a People will m enter 
reach to what is deſirable, they may nevertheleſs acceptaui tually 
Worſhip.God, And herein the Contormiſts muſt be fh ide 
pos'd to agree with them: For as they have their State media. 
Cathedrals, ſo they have ſome Pariſh-Churches which 26 poor t 


ſufficiently Mean, and which being only Thatch'd, migtM&.ordin: 


in Reaſon check the Humour of ſome People, that deſyivh ing? 
the Diſſenters Worſhip upon that account. But if this octor 1 
the Principle of any Diſſenters, I will freely difown it, u ordin⸗ 
declare, I am ſo far from it, that I wiſh the Diſſenters 1:8 ſincer 
as Fine and Beautiful Places of Worſhip in every Town yy Ma 
England, as thoſe the Doctor ſpeaks of, which have ben rigts! 
Erected of late Years. | e Aſſiſ 

His other Inſtance 1 have ſpoken of before. ie of 

2. Next he gives us a Specimen of the Agreement en us 
tween ſome Principles and Practices of the Diſſenters u thoſe t 


Papiſts. 0 arity t 


1. The Papiſts make it their buſineſs to ſeduce and draw off i Ppiſts 5 
People F the Communion of the Church of England. * 0 im | 
Dilſenters make it their buſmeſs to do the very ſame, ey! 
This is admirably Profound ! The Papifts would de the) 


Men one way, and the Diſſenters would draw them qui other 
the contrary, and therefore there muſt be a mar velbou no wor 
Conſent and Agreement between them: All Parties thin: an 
themſelves in the Right; and like to ha ve others of ther tend t 
Mind. Bur 1 would ask the Doctor whether he do's n ley eve) 


think, that the Papiſts are as willing to ſeduce Peroufat luf 
from the Communion of the Diſſenters, and whether ther ne of 


be not therefore as perfect an Agreement in this Matter Mfetend 
between them and the Church of England? And how cal Wh icon 


ly could I run the Parallel as far as the Doctor has done, i earers 
Fond of writing ſuch ſifly Poſtſcripts. The Papiſts and the at thi 
Church-men agree in ſeducing Men, and drawing then e 
from the Diſſenters to Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, to Forms IM ly 18 4 
Prayer, to bowing toward the Altar, and at the name d ilenter 
Jeſus, to kneeling at the Sacrament, and the uſe of ce out 
Croſs in Baptiſm; and the Papiſts uſe ſome of the fun adde 
Methods with the Doctor; Urge an implicit Faith i Church Y i 
Guides, endeayour to fright People into their Comme 

nia 


ea, by 73 7 aaad damming all thoſe that ſeparate 
om them, Cc. by 5 
cop His 2d, zd and 4th Inſtances I have already confider'd. 
And 5. The Papiſts pretend to Miracles, and Extraordinary 
iſh u, and that their chief Guide, the Pope, is inſpir'd, or 
0 ther ore immediately aſſiſted and directed by the Spirit. The 
11] ne enters likewiſe pretend, that their Teachers are move ſpi- 
Ptabl ua Gifted than our Epiſcopal Clergy, and that their 
[np des are (many, if not all of them) inſpir'd, or more 
tate mediately afiſted and directed by the Spirit. 

ch a Poor trifling | The Papiſts pretend to Miracles and ex- 
migt ordinary Gifts; Do the Diſſenters pretend to any ſuch 
deſpü hing ? What are the Miracles they boaſt of? Do's the 
this Wottor think the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit a thing ex- 
t, aWordinary in the Chriſtian Church ? Is it not what eve- 
rs hu fincere Chriſtian certainly has ? Is it not ſure, that if 
nu Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
e de cit's ? Nom. 8. 9. The Diſſenters do indeed Pray for 
e Aſliſtance of the Spirit, and hope they enjoy a Mea- 
ie of it, according to the Aſſurance which Chriſt has 
ent & Even us, That our Heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit 
1s Þ BS boſe that ark him, Luke 11. x3. And they have the 
Parity to think this is not peculiar to themſelves. The 
v off th piſts indeed do pretend that the Pope is inſpir'd, or 
d. Th ore immediately aſſiſted and directed by the Spirit: But 
arg WS they not pretend that he is render'd hereby infallible ? 
** BS other Chriſtians are, (who may notwithſtanding err) 
ee o would deny it, ſuppofing he appear'd to be a good 
5 Petend their Guides are inſpir'd ? Is that a word which 
7 1 Wat Infallibility which Inſpiration (in the common 
mY Ife of the Word) do's carry along with it? Do they 
2 [i is {core ? Do they not openly declare and avow to their 
inch the ares, that they are no farther to be believ'd, than as 
_— ar they ſay is contain'd in the Scripture, or by juſt 
ms a onſequence deduc'd from it ? If Inſpiration be taken 
ame de in 2 Lax Senſe, for the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, the 
of del biſenters know that the Church- men pretend to it as well 
ie am themſelves. I would fain elſe underſtand the 13th 
Thurcricle ; $ Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and 
Comm Wil e 


d they only pretend to his being immediately aſſiſted 
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yriſuan ? But why do's the Doctor ſay the Diſſenters 


ey ever apply to themſelves? Or do they pretend to 


erend to impoſe any thing they fay upon the People on 
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&« the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to 
Or the Collect for the 5 Sunday after Eaſter; ; * 
% Lord, from whom all good things do come, grant if MLS 
us, thy humble Servants, that by thy holy Inſy;.A,,., 4 
« tion we may think thoſe things that be good, c. e :; 
Or if the Doctor pretends to nothing of this, I wo een 
fain know how he could anſwer the Queſtion propound.W nan C 
to him when he was made a Deacon? When the Bi ber 5. 
ask'd him, Do you truſt that you are inwardly mov ners 
the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office? how cou I w 
he anſwer, I tuft, ſo? I know no Diſſenters that can ih t 
the Matter higher than this. It follows, _ we 
Whence ariſes N. B. one remarkable Difference be:weWWhrand 1 
the Diſſenters aud Papilts. The Papiſts acknowledge but i Popery 
(viz. the chief) of their Spiritual Guides to be inſpir Where, 
or more immediately aſſiſted and directed by the Spirit, ihe Dit 
him they call the Pope. The Diſſenters pretend that mare ſon 
(if not all) of their Spiritual Guides are inſpir d, or me otn. 
immediately aſſiſted and directed by the Spirit, and ſo hi Not bec 
among them many Popes. | che! 
Do's the Doctor believe what he ſays to be true? If imi: 
do's, he ought to underſtand our Opinion better, befon e MPiſcour 
writes againſt us, and not raſhly charge us with what « on wh 
oſitively deny, in the ſame Senſe that the Church-mu NPecauſe 
| 3 For I doubt not, but they will own, that not wit: Mddirio 
ſtanding God gives his Spirit to Chriſtians in genen ther. 
yet there are ſome ſpecial Promiſes of Chriſt's Preſene he Spi 
made to Miniſters, upon which they may depend, not Articles 
ly in that Work which is common to them and other {krell as 
Chriſtians, but in that which is peculiarly theirs, I meu As a 
the Diſcharge of the Miniſterial Function. And therefore aking 
it is too plain, the Dector has here taken part with the ey. 
great Acculer. | 115 art n an! 
I can't but commend to the Doctor this Caution, as 1. TI 
Friend, that he would beware of bantering about the Advant⸗ 
Work of the Spirit: Tis too ſerious a Matter to be thu Wave be 
ridicul'd: And I am fully perſwaded, that the Negled Hools te 
of this Caution will never be of Service to his Cauſe. n order 
For they who know how neceſſary the Aſſiſtance of the hat ſuc 
Spirit is, and make this the matter of their earneſt and Diviſi, 
daily Prayer to God, will be very apt to ſuſpect (om of a 
ſpite of all his Arguments) that he that can turn tn! ſo the pe 
Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit into a Banter, do's ſome way o hoſe Aj 
other quench the Spirit. Sine 
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1 Knee it thus . from | of Englam Specimen, that all 
« 18 


be Adverſaries of the Church of England promote the ſame 


rant mon End, viz. Popery, and that by many the ſame com- 
nlp on Artifices ; it ought therefore to be duly conſider d, whe- 
c. ber they may not all be very properly comprebended under the 
wou cnera! Name of 274 ; and ſo be ſub-diſtinguiſh'd into Ro- 
dune an Catholick Papifts on the one hand, and on the o- 
Biſh-W her band, into fanatical Tapiſts, otherwiſe calld Diſ- 
0% enters. | n 3 | 

cou 1 would fain know of the Doctor why he is offended 
ca ich the Difſenters, when they accuſe the Conformiſts 


het wer rand them as Papiſts ? And what diſtinctive Point of 
but off 
n/pir herein the Conformiſls differ trom the Papiſts, wherein 
it, ne Diſſemers do not differ from them alſo ; and there 
t mance ſome things more, wherein they differ from them 
or mu och. So that they muſt be reputed and nam'd Papiſts, 
ſo hot becauſe 53 are leſs, but mbre oppoſite and contrary 
che Papiits than ſome of their Neighbours : So that 
? If ik Wo imitare the Doctor in his way of Rio & $38 
fon MPiſcourſe in other Places. The rea- of : 9 
hat on why we muſt be call'd Papiſts, is, 50 1 ha 
ch-me {Wſecauſe we are not Papiſts. Aud his | 
otwitl- Addition of Fanatical, is as abſurd and ridiculous as the 


genen cher. We own not one Notion about the Influence of 


relenct lhe Spirit, which we are not able to confirm by the 


not o-WArticles, Liturgy, c. of the Church of England, as 
d other vel as by the Scriptures, | 


I meal As a Farewell, the Doctor tells us, That we are 


oY aking the right and moſt ready way to bring in Jo- 
Itch tO 8 


ery. 3 
| In an{wer to which, I ſay, 


In, 45 . 1. That we are very ſenſible that our Diviſions are an 
out the Advantage to the Papiſts, who would otherwiſe never 
be thußztave been fo zealous to divide us, or made uſe of ſuch 
Nee Pools to ſcrew Matters to the utmoſt height in 1662. 
s Caule.il 


u order to the dividing of us. They knew for certain, 
c of the What fuch Terms being impos'd, there muſt of neceſlity 
neſt ana Diviſion enſue ; an 

ect (108m of all the Severities us'd againſt us. And it will be 
turn theo the perpetual Reproach of thoſe that were concern'd in 
> way o hole Affairs iu 1662. that they did (for ought appears) 


Sinic wilfully 


WW. ſymbolizing with the Papiſts, and yet is ſo free to 
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Popery do they maintain ? I cannot think of one thing, 
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d Fopiſh Counſels were at the bot- 
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* _ **wilfully' and induſtriouſly cauſe a Diviſion, which 7 
— mw lee, could ſerve no other than a Popiſh | 
2, Tis too plain who are now moſt ſerviceable to 1 
with them, as the Jacobites and High Church-men ag 
Ally are; and that in Oppoſition to the Diſſenters 2 


Moderate Church-men. And there is evidently mc 
Danger from the 9 of the High-Church again 


Breach wide open; but the loud Noiſe and empty “ 


of , 
"v7. * 
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Popiſh Cauſe, even thoſe who are united in Count 1 


the Moderate Church-men, than from any Diſagreeme. 
between them and the Diſſenters: And it is the Union 
theſe two that has kept out Popery, which had other 
overflow'd this Nation. 5 ' 3 

3. Tis in the Power of the Church to end the Diviſfic © 
(in a great meaſure at leaſt) and fo to remove the Du 
ger that ariſes from it. Or it is rather in the Power 
the Parliament to remove thoſe things that Keep t. 
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mour of the High Part of the Clergy, hinder it. So th Y | 


whatever the Advantage be which the Papiſts gain by o. 


Divifions, it is wholly chargeable on the Conformi 
Ras, RR 5 100 

4. We are not able on our fide to end the Diviſiq 
We are heartily ſorry, not only that the Papiſts may re 
Advantages hereby, but for many other Miſchiefs thi * 
are owing to the ſame Cauſe. But we cannot part wit 7 
our Conſciences to keep out Popery ; nor muſt we do- 
vil, that Good may come of it, | b 


And thus, Sir, I have confider'd the Doctor's Ag, 
ments againſt us, which, I am well fatisfy'd, are 160 
like to do us half the Miſchef, which from his own Un 7 
charitableneſs (without Repentance) is like to accrue v 7 
himſelf. That God would therefore give him true!“ 
pentance, ſhall be fincerely my Prayer for him; a 
therein, I doubt not, your Religign and Inclination u] 
engage you to join wit, E 
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